
The Coast Star (12/06/2012): Home-schooled child 
able to participate in school sports 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — To remedy a “mistake” the school had made, the board of education unanimously voted to 
suspend a policy that does not require home-schooled children be permitted to participate in after school 
activities for one specific case and re-examine the policy at the end of the school year.  

Currently, Belmar Elementary’s Home Schooling and Equivalent Education policy states “home schooled 
children are not required to be permitted to participate in school co-curricular activities.” It was enacted in 
2008.  

According to the New Jersey Department of Education, districts are not required to allow home-schooled 
children to participate in sports or other extracurricular activities. That decision lies with individual boards of 
education. 

David Hallman, superintendent/principal, said while the policy says the school is “not required to permit” 
home-schooled children to participate in after school activities, the school has not allowed home-schooled 
children to participate in any after school activities.  

However, one home-schooled child was able to participate on the wrestling team — that is, until his coach said 
he did not think he was eligible to participate. 

Sixth-grader Max Bean, 11, was once a Belmar Elementary School student before his parents decided to home 
school him at the end of last school year, said Tracy Bean, Max’s mother. Max is the son of Councilman Jim 
Bean. 

“It’s better for our family,” she said after the meeting, referring to why he is home schooled.  

Max has been wrestling for two to three years, he said after the meeting, and wrestled on Belmar Elementary’s 
wrestling team last year.  

“I like being on the team,” he said. “There is a great coach, good kids and we all work our butts off and we all 
know it’s going to be worth it once we go into a match.” 

Before Max could be on the team this year, he had to submit the right forms to the school, which he did, so he 
was able to practice with the team.  

Then, the day of the team’s first match, on Thursday, Nov. 29, Mrs. Bean received a phone call from wrestling 
coach Mike Dahrouge saying he did not think Max was eligible to be on the team, Mrs. Bean said. 

“I was enraged,” she said.  

The school knew he was home schooled and the paperwork for Max to be on the team had been submitted 
weeks before, she said.  

Mr. Hallman was hoping to discuss the policy with the board of education prior to speaking with Mrs. Bean 
regarding the issue, the superintendent said. However, Mr. Dahrouge told Mrs. Bean there might be a problem 



based on the school’s policy since there was an upcoming match, and wanted her to be updated on the situation, 
Mr. Hallman said. 

Max did not participate in the first match.  

Max said he was disappointed and a little frustrated he was unable to wrestle in the first match. 

“I practiced for two years,” he said. “I worked hard. I wanted to wrestle at the match.”  

After the meeting, Mrs. Bean said home-schooled children should be able to participate in sports. 

“[Max] lives with these kids and they will have to grow up together whether in school or on the beach,” she 
said. 

She added, “Belmar residents are taxpayers,” and regardless of whether a student is enrolled or home schooled 
should not make a difference as there is no reduction in school taxes if a child is home schooled. 

When asked after the meeting why it took the school so long to tell the Bean family about the policy, Mr. 
Hallman said there was a “breakdown in communication that I’m responsible for.”  

Mr. Hallman also said the school is concerned that “children enrolled, receiving education here at Belmar 
[Elementary], are losing out on an opportunity because of a child that is home schooled.”  

He added that some sports, such as wrestling and cross country, do not cut people from the teams, so “it is not 
as much of a concern.”  

And while it was a “mistake” to let Max participate, Mr. Hallman said he didn’t want that mistake to hurt the 
child.  

That is why the board voted and unanimously decided to suspend the policy for this one instance and re-
examine the policy at the end of the school year.  

Max said he feels a lot better now that he is back on the team.  

“Now I can improve myself,” he said.  

Mr. Hallman said he will analyze the situation more, and make a recommendation about the policy to the board 
of education, which will then make a final decision. 

	  


