
The Coast Star (12/06/2012): Zoners give council 
rebuilding suggestions 

Wants to expedite time it takes to approve board applications 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — During the workshop portion of the council’s Dec. 3 meeting, the governing body, here, briefly 
talked about the many suggestions the zoning board of adjustments made on how to streamline the rebuilding 
process so residents do not have to wait months to be approved to rebuild. 

These suggestions have been made in light of Hurricane Sandy, which left many homes destroyed and, or, in 
need of repair.  

Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, said the borough is looking at ways to streamline the rebuilding 
process. 

“Any time that can be cut off, we will do to the extent feasible,” she said. 

To do this, zoning board of adjustment members met mid-November to discuss ways to expedite the application 
process. Recommendations created that night were sent to the council and discussed at the Dec. 3 meeting. 

Recommendations the board made include: 

• Turbo resolutions for both residential and commercial applications. A turbo resolution would allow an 
application to be heard and the resolution to be adopted the same night.  

• Scheduling special meetings when necessary, and waive the special meeting fee for storm-related situations. 
Those applications that are “minor variances” and will be heard during the special meetings should be limited to 
20 to 30 minutes. The major variances will be heard during regular meetings and should be limited to 30 to 45 
minutes.  

• Eliminating the workshop portion of the meeting so the board can begin reviewing applications promptly at 7 
p.m., as opposed to the traditional, 7:30 p.m. time. 

• The possibility of allowing an applicant to “reserve” a spot on the board agenda upon submitting a form with 
documents, fees and escrow charges. 

• The possibility of requiring applicants to submit a certified copy of a survey post-approval, since some 
applicants lost their surveys during the storm.  

• Posting a list of contractors, with their contact information, on the municipal website for residents so they 
know who they can call. This suggestion is being made because many local contractors are currently busy and 
committed to other projects so they may not be able to take additional ones.  

• The possibility of enlisting the help of various contractors and architects to serve as unpaid consultants to the 
board to help expedite the process. 



• The possibility of scheduling those displaced homeowners on the agenda ahead of those who are not 
displaced. 

The board also suggested there be a requirement for applicants to prove they were impacted by Hurricane 
Sandy. These requirements, the board recommended, include providing a Federal Emergency Management 
Agency or flood insurance claim number or Small Business Administration loan number.  

All recommendations that are viable and can be enacted will be decided on or around the Dec. 12 council 
meeting.  

	  


