
A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Home > News > Belmar

Students participate in Hour of Code
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary School fifth- through eighth-
graders tried their hand at computer science earlier this week
as part of a global initiative to raise awareness about the
subject.

Computer Science Education [CSEdWeek] Week is being held
from Dec. 9-15 this year, and is “dedicated to inspiring K-12
students to take interest in computer science,” according to
the CSEdWeek website, csedweek.org.

According to Kevin O’Donnell, technology education network
manager at the school, traditionally the school has observed
CSEdWeek in computer class, but this year the school decided
to take part in the week through the Hour of Code.

The Hour of Code, which is sponsored by Code.org, provides an
opportunity for students around the world to try computer
science for one hour, according to the website.

Mr. O’Donnell said Belmar Elementary is a one-to-one
Chromebook school for fifth- through eighth-graders and they
are “trying to get the children involved and participating in
global type activities,” which is why the school participated in
Hour of Code.

Computer science is important, he said, because it helps
problem solve and statistics show that is where majority of
jobs will be when the students graduate.

On Tuesday, the 210 students were
introduced to what an Hour of Code was, tried coding themselves and heard from
Brian Messenlehner, co-founder of WebDevStudios.com.

“Our first ever Hour of Code Event was a huge success.,” Mr. O’Donnell said. “The
students loved working their way through the code or using code to develop apps.”

Mr. O’Donnell said there is a plan to have an informal code club at the school, where
students can “work on projects, share ideas and possibly conduct Google Live
Hangouts with Mr. Messenlehner.”
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Belmar Elementary School fifth- through eighth-
graders, including Steven Knight [front], and
Lambros Komitas, both in eighth grade, spent
part of Tuesday trying their hand at computer
coding as part of the worldwide initiative Hour
of Code. The Hour of Code was part of
Computer Science Education Week, which is
being celebrated Dec. 9-15 this year. Photo by
SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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