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Authority receives $2 million grant
To help pay for the pump station construction on Parkway
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The South Monmouth Regional Sewerage Authority [SMRSA] has been awarded a $2 million grant
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] to help pay for the replacement of the borough’s
pump station, Congressman Chris Smith [R-4] announced recently.

When Hurricane Sandy hit last year, the pump station was rendered inoperable due to the amount of water
damage. The pump station, which is operated by SMRSA, was located at the corner of North Boulevard and
Parkway.

Since then, the borough has been operating under a bypass system. SMRSA has also been working on replacing
the pump station and moving it to 1800 Parkway.

FEMA recently OK’d a $2 million grant that will pay for 90 percent of the cost to replace the pump station in
the borough.

“This pumping station has had a long history of flood damages,” Congressman Smith said. “This funding will
help move it to a location intended to avoid or minimize future impairments and service disruptions.”

SMRSA executive director Mike Ruppel said “it’s a great accomplishment for the
authority to get this funded from FEMA and to begin the permanent rebuilding process
for Lake Como.”

“It puts us on or ahead of the schedule we were looking at say four months ago,” he
said.

The funding approval from FEMA comes in the midst of SMRSA receiving bids back for
the project.

According to Mr. Ruppel, Quad Construction Co, of Lumberton, was the lowest bidder
with $2.2 million.

SMRSA expects to award the contract as soon as possible, he said.

Until the project is completed, Lake Como will be operating under the bypass system.

The bypass system is currently being converted from diesel operation to electric.

All work for the electrical conversion has been completed, Mr. Ruppel said. SMRSA is just waiting delivery of
the new pump, he said.

“So relief is just around the corner,” he said.

The pump station project is expected to be completed in September 2015.
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