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St. Rose High School receives grant for arts
education
To be used to bring one music, one art program to the school
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose High School’s art program is in store for a special treat thanks to a new initiative that aids
schools affected by Hurricane Sandy.

The Sandy Relief Arts Education Initiative is a grant program funded through the New Jersey Recovery Fund and
Young Audiences New Jersey & Eastern Pennsylvania [YA] fundraising efforts that focuses on the power of the
arts as a vehicle for healing and recovery. The initiative offers grants of up to $10,000 to bring arts education
programming to schools serving students affected by Hurricane Sandy in New Jersey.

“We received many compelling applications from schools in New Jersey that were affected by Superstorm
Sandy,” said Arts Education Program Director Liz Winter-Kuwornu of Young Audiences. “Due to generous grants
and YA donors, we have the ability to provide arts programming that will strengthen each of these communities
in a profound way.”

Twelve schools in New Jersey were awarded grants, including St. Rose High School [SRHS], in Belmar, and West
Belmar School, in Wall.

With the grant, YA hopes to strengthen children’s identities and their bonds within their school communities,
help them build relationships and gain trust, and enhance children’s self-esteem, confidence and creativity.

When Hurricane Sandy hit, SRHS’s two art rooms and music room were lost, said Linda
Devlin, SRHS art teacher and chair of the humanities department. Ms. Devlin
spearheaded getting the grant for the school.

The three rooms were in the basement, which had 8 feet of water in it, she said.

This was a “huge hit on the humanities department,” Ms. Devlin said, noting that was
basically the school’s entire humanities department.

Since the storm, the school has received donations from around the country and has
two new rooms, one that is a art and music room and the other is an art room.

“That really helped us keep our spirits up,” Ms. Devlin said.

Despite these donations, the art program still has “a road to travel,” which is why the school applied for the
grant, she said.

The grant will “really hit all the kids,” Ms. Devlin said.

According to Ms. Devlin, the school will use the grant to fund one music and one art program.

In early January, the a cappella group Ball in the House, based in Boston, Mass., will be coming to St. Rose to
perform.

“The music performance is a celebration of sorts, as well as a learning experience, so we thought both those
elements would be a great reason to have a performance,” Ms. Devlin said.
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Then, in March or April, a local artist Molly Gaston Johnson will be coming to the school to do a silkscreening
project that will reflect the students’ healing process, Ms. Devlin said.

Silkscreening is a process that SRHS does not do in the classroom, but it is one that “would be valuable, as well
as appeal to a lot of students and their emotional experiences that they went through,” she said.

There will also be a separate in-service for teachers to do the silkscreening, she said.

“I think it will be a wonderful experience for the kids,” Ms. Devlin said about both programs.
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