
The Coast Star (12/13/2012): Individuals, groups 
have ‘adopted’ barriers to paint 

Organized by the Belmar Arts Council to uplift spirit of the town 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The borough, here, especially the area near the beachfront, will be uplifted as the Belmar Arts 
Council [BAC] has organized an initiative to paint the barriers that block access to Ocean Avenue. 

According to Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, barriers have been placed from 5th to 20th avenues on 
A Street to block access to Ocean Avenue. Barriers have also been placed along Ocean Avenue. There are about 
40 in the borough, Ms. Connolly said, noting she is unsure how long they will remain there as there is still a 
public safety issue. 

Pat Hutchinson, BAC trustee, said the barriers went up and they were “pretty ugly.” 

“We needed something for people living close to Ocean Avenue to smile when they came home,” she said. 

So the BAC decided to have people “adopt” and paint a barrier.  

 “It’s already bringing a buzz,” she said. 

The 14 barriers placed along A Street from 7th to 20th avenues were all adopted in the first six hours, Ms. 
Hutchinson said, so the BAC found more barriers, and now five of the eight other barriers have already been 
adopted. 

Individuals and groups, from locals to people traveling a distance and children to older adults, have all chosen 
to take part in painting the barriers, she said. 

“The feelings people far and near have about Belmar are totally amazing,” Ms. Hutchinson said. “It’s just really 
quite an amazing thing to me.” 

While the artists have free rein on what they would like to paint, the BAC has asked that the image be 
something that is upbeat and brings a smile to people up near the beachfront, Ms. Hutchinson said. Also, the 
BAC asks artists create no holiday-inspired paintings, as residents will be looking at the paintings into the 
spring.  

Bob Mataranglo, of Lakewood, recently painted a keyboard on the barrier placed on Eighth Avenue and A 
Street.  

Mr. Mataranglo is a professional muralist who has murals and sculptures throughout New Jersey, including 
several in Belmar, he said. He has also been a BAC member for many years. 

Painting a barrier “was an opportunity to do something that I thought was fun and it turned an ugly thing into 
something that will make people smile,” Mr. Mataranglo said. “I jumped at the chance.”  



When asked why he chose to paint a keyboard, Mr. Mataranglo said after thinking long and hard about how to 
transform the cement barrier into “something else” so it didn’t like a barrier anymore, he discovered that the 
length and width of the barrier was the right ratio for a keyboard. 

“It kind of lends itself to that shape,” he said.  

Those interested in adopting a barrier should email belmararts@optonline.net.  

	  


