
The Coast Star (12/13/2012): Church of Brielle hosts 
annual ‘Blue’ Christmas Service 

A Blue Christmas Tree will remain lit through Christmas 

 

A blue Christmas tree stands outside the Church of Brielle to provide a place for those who have suffered loss to grieve. The tree was 
lit at the church’s annual Blue Christmas Service, which was held on Sunday, Dec. 9. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS 

GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BRIELLE — The Church of Brielle held its annual Blue Christmas Service this past Sunday, where those in 
attendance were able to remember those they lost. 

The Rev. Louis LaFazia opened the service with acknowledging all that is the holiday season. 

Television, the radio and those at church, he said, talk about the happiness the season brings as people spend 
time with family and friends, reminding everyone of the good times.  

But amidst the happiness, “we leave a space to acknowledge that sadness also exists,” he said. 



“There are times when life is good, times when life is difficult. There are times for celebration and there are 
times for grieving,” he said. 

The congregation then prayed. 

“God of Mercy hear our prayer in this Advent Season for ourselves and our families who hold painful memories 
of loss, grief, separation or crippling stress,” read the prayer. “We ask for strength for today, courage for 
tomorrow and peace for the past.” 

The pastor then lit the Advent Candles, followed by a Christmas song and another prayer. 

The Rev. LaFazia’s message of the evening was about hearing “good news in tough times.” 

“There are times when bad news just keeps coming to us like a tidal wave and before we can recover from one 
disaster there is already another heading in your direction,” he said. 

And the world has had an onslaught of bad news recently, from Hurricane Sandy devastating the coast to the 
renewed turmoil in Palestine and Israel to the uprisings in Syria and Egypt to the ongoing war in Afghanistan, 
he said, noting this is topped off by one’s personal loss. 

“I’m sure if there is anything all of us need to hear it is good news in tough times,” The Rev. LaFazia said. 

Good news was brought in tough times about 2,000 years ago to Bethlehem when Jesus was born, he said. The 
Christmas story brought good news during tough times, he said. The first good news was that “God himself 
entered into time and space,” he said. 

“God was no longer a theological nicety or an abstract concept,” The Rev. LaFazia said. “God becomes human 
in Jesus Christ.” 

The Rev. LaFazia said it is “unfortunate” that Christmas cards do not adequately capture “that miracle.” Instead, 
that “miracle” is “sanitized and romanticized” as the pain and agony of childbirth, how scared Mary and Joseph 
were and the grief they felt from being in a distant land has not been captured in Christmas cards, he said. 

“This is a real event with real people experiencing real pain and unspeakable joy at the same time but great, 
great fear and that fear eventually drove them from their home land,” he said. 

The second good news was “people who walked in darkness have seen a great light,” The Rev. LaFazia said. 

“In Jesus Christ light has dawned in our darkened world,” he said. “Jesus said ‘I am the light of the world’ and 
then he commissioned us to share the light with one another.” 

The service then provided a time for those in attendance to recite the names of those they lost, whether it be a 
mother or father, grandparent, a friend or mourning for all that was lost during Hurricane Sandy. 

To conclude the service, all in attendance walked outside to see the blue Christmas tree light up as they sung 
“Silent Night.” Hanging on the blue Christmas tree are bows with names written on them, representing the 
loved ones who have died.  

The Church of Brielle’s Children’s Service on Christmas Eve will be held at 5 p.m., while the Candlelight 
Service will be held at 8 p.m.  


