
The Coast Star (12/13/2012): Children, bands rock 
out at annual Holiday Party at the Stone Pony 

Event collected toys for Manna House, local children 

 

Belmar Elementary School music director Tom Brennan, guitarist and vocalist in Shore Blue, a local band, played alongside children 
from Belmar Elementary at Beach Music Studios’ annual Holiday Party at the Stone Pony on Dec. 9. The holiday party allows the 

studios’ students to perform what they have learned for family and friends. Photo courtesy PATTY GLAB 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Students from the Beach Music Studios, here, joined the ranks of those who have played on the 
Stone Pony’s stage this past Sunday at the studio’s seventh annual Holiday Party. 

The annual event held at the Stone Pony, in Asbury Park, allows Beach Music Studios’ students to showcase 
what they have learned on the legendary Stone Pony stage. This is the second year it has been held at the Stone 
Pony. 

Cassie Yerves, instructor at Beach Music Studios, said, “the kids can play on a stage that Bruce Springsteen 
played on. It’s pretty iconic. Not everyone can say that.” 

Ryan Wolfe, 12, of Howell, said he was excited, but not nervous, to perform. Ryan played the drums in the 
Beach Music Rock Band, a band comprised of about 25 children from the studio who performed at the end of 
the event. 

“It’s amazing. I get to play where so many famous people played,” he said. 

Each year the holiday party also serves as a time to give back, as the studio collects toys for a good cause. In the 
past, the studio has collected toys for the Manna House, which is an organization dedicated to helping 
individuals and families “in the transition from homelessness and dependency on society to self-sufficiency and 
permanent housing,” according to its website, mannahouseonline.com.  

However, in light of Hurricane Sandy this year, Beach Music Studios also collected toys for children in Belmar 
and surrounding communities. 



Avon-by-the-Sea resident Michael Page, 11, who played the keyboard in the Beach Music Rock Band, said 
donating toys to the local community is important. 

Hurricane Sandy “wiped out” children’s toys so it is important that the event collects toys for them, he said. 
“Kids this age usually don’t know what’s happening … so we’re making their Christmas better.” 

According to Danny White, Beach Music Studios owner and member of the Danny White Band, the event 
generated about five Jeep loads of toys, with more than 600 people in attendance. 

The $700 or so raised from the raffle will buy additional toys and giftcards for children who have been 
displaced as a result of the storm. 

Each year, the event kicks off with The Danny White Band, and this year was no different.  

However, the rest of the program was little different than it normal is, as the children took the stage interspersed 
with acts from local bands The Pat Roddy Band and Shore Blue. These bands are normally not part of the event, 
but this year they were invited to join the festivities, Mr. White said.  

“Under the circumstances and since we were collecting the toys and gift cards for the community, I thought it 
would be nice to have a couple of Belmar guys who are well known,” he said.  

Tom Brennan, a singer and guitarist for Shore Blue and Belmar Elementary School music director, said it was 
nice to be a part of the Holiday Party.  

Mr. Brennan said Mr. White, owner of Beach Music Studios, runs a nice community studio where there is a 
“real sense of family.” 

“It was really nice to feel like I was a part of that family,” he said.  

Rebecca Herbert, of Belmar, said the holiday party is nice because everyone gets together and the children are 
able to showcase what they have been practicing all year. Ms. Herbert’s children, Ella, 8, and Renee, 6, 
performed at the event. Ella played the piano while Renee played the electric guitar.  

Morgan Golightly, 14, of Neptune City, played “Silent Night” on her guitar. 

Prior to her performance, Morgan said she was excited to be on stage and play music she had been working 
hard on. 

“The best part about performing was being able to do what I love, playing guitar, while knowing that others will 
benefit from the fundraiser,” Morgan said after the event. 

	  


