
The Coast Star (12/13/2012): Boro brings in holiday 
season with Christmas tree lighting 

Santa Claus pays the borough a visit, riding in on fire truck 

 

Councilman Doug Witte [from left], Mayor Mike Ryan, Councilwoman Marni McFadden-Lee, Councilman Jared Cohen and his son, 
Daren, 5, Councilman Brian Wilton and his daughter, Hannah, 7, and Councilman Kevin Higgins brought in the holiday season with 

the borough’s annual Christmas Tree Lighting on Dec. 8. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — Lake Como held its annual Christmas Tree Lighting on Saturday, Dec. 7, with about 20 
people in attendance.  

Mayor Mike Ryan opened the ceremony up by addressing Hurricane Sandy and its tie to the holiday season. 

The mayor said there has been a lot going on in the community after the hurricane, but one thing that everyone 
should do is come together as a during this time. 

 “This is probably going to be one of the more significant Christmases in our lives because none of us have 
experienced what we just recently experienced,” he said.  

Mayor Ryan continued his speech by acknowledging those that are less fortunate, those that are “really 
suffering.” 

“You can see the pain in their faces,” he said. 

So, the mayor said, during this holiday season, one of the goals is to wish everyone a happy holiday season and 
make sure the needs of those less fortunate are met. 

“Take time out as a neighbor to meet that person that lives next door to you or across the street from you,” he 
said. “Because when it comes down to the bottom during a situation like [Hurricane] Sandy, all we have is each 
other to depend upon and our families.” 

The council then took time to wish everyone in attendance a Merry Christmas and happy holidays. 



The Christmas tree was then lit as Santa Claus, a friend of Belmar-resident Tom Wilton, rode up on a fire truck 
to meet and greet with the children of Lake Como. Mr. Wilton is Councilman Wilton’s father.  

The borough will also be holding its annual decorating contest, where decorated houses in the borough are 
judged and the winners are awarded a prize. The contest will be held tonight, beginning at 6 p.m.  

	  


