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collector talks to residents about his collection 

Paul Hamelberg, of Brielle, has over 100 antique toys 

 

Paul Hamelberg, of Brielle, spoke about his antique toy collection to about 30 residents on Sunday, Dec. 9 at the Curtis House. Photo 
by HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BRIELLE — A local antique toy collector showcased his collection to about 30 people at the Union Landing 
Historical Society meeting this past Sunday. 

Paul Hamelberg, of Brielle, has been collecting primarily tin antique toys for many years, and now has a 
collection of more than 100 toys, ranging from the the 1900s to the 1960s.  

On Sunday, Mr. Hamelberg spoke at the Curtis House about his collection and his knowledge of antique toys. 

Collecting “should almost be an addiction,” he said. “People who collect things are fanatical about them and 
they are really interested in one specific thing.” 

There are different types of toys one can collect: a tin toy, a pressed steel toy and a cast iron toy, he said.  

But to Mr. Hamelberg, a tin toy is his favorite type.  

“I think it’s great because of the graphics,” he said. “… they can do a heck of a lot with tin.” 

He then talked about the various ways of collecting toys, such as collecting by toy manufacturer or by item 
type. 

Mr. Hamelberg mostly collects tin wind-up toys, he said after the event, although he does have other types of 
toys.  

“[Tin wind up toys] do something. They don’t just sit there,” he said after the event. “They have action to them, 
so they’re a lot more fun to play with.” 



These toys, which Mr. Hamelberg kept reiterating were “simplistic,” are typical toys that would have been sold 
during the aforementioned time period. 

“It’s very simplistic, it’s not like the Gameboys where there are 5 million levels of dungeons and dragons and 
all that kind of stuff,” he said about the Rider Rocket, which is a tin antique toy made in the 1940s that is a 
small imitation of a ride. 

Throughout the event, Mr. Hamelberg demonstrated how all his antique toys work, from a rotating carousel to a 
pull toy to a “tricky taxi,” which was a toy from the 1930s that turned when it hit the edge of a table, to a 
chicken that pops out eggs. 

When buying an antique toy, Mr. Hamelberg said, it is important how the toy “survived.” If the tin toy has rust 
on it, Mr. Hamelberg tries not to buy it because there is “nothing you can do” to repair the rust.  

“Some of the cast iron toys, you can repaint them,” he said. But the “whole idea with antiques is you don’t do 
that. You don’t refinish a piece of furniture. You leave it as it is.” 

The mechanisms, though, can be repaired, he said.  

The hardest part about assembling and maintaining a collection, Mr. Hamelberg said, is storing them, making 
sure moisture does not ruin them and not buying more. 

Mr. Hamelberg offered some of his collection to Brielle Public Library for display. 

Leslie Naughton, library director, said the library would be interested in displaying some of his collection and 
the toys will probably be on display starting in January. 

	  


