
The Coast Star (12/13/2012): Belmar holds annual 
Christmas tree lighting ceremony 

Ornaments made from pieces of old boardwalk hang on tree 

 

Two ornaments made from pieces of the old boardwalk hang on the borough’s Christmas tree, located at Pyanoe Plaza, Ninth and 
Main Street. The ornaments were hung by two children at the annual Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony on Dec. 11. Photo by HALEY 

BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BLEMAR — Over 100 people gathered at Pyanoe Plaza on Tuesday evening for the annual Christmas Tree 
Lighting ceremony. 

The annual event featured the Belmar Elementary choruses singing holiday tunes, lighting the tree, a free toy 
raffle for children and, of course, Santa Claus making an appearance. The event was originally slated for Oct. 7, 
but was postponed due to weather.  

The Rev. David Baratelli, of Belmar, led a prayer prior to lighting the Christmas tree. The Rev. Baratelli is the 
chaplain for the Port Authority Police Department and the chaplain of Newark Airport.  

 “We praise you for the gift of this Christmas season filled with the light and joy of your love,” he said. “May 
your blessing come upon us as we light this tree, a symbol of the joy you bring us in this holy season.” 

He continued, “Bless also our Belmar community. Bless its people, its mayor and council and all that serve its 
well being.”  

The Rev. Baratelli then prayed for the many volunteers and “generous” supporters who helped Belmar in its 
recovery effort, for the nation and those who in the military who “serve your gift of freedom.”  

Once the tree was lit, Mayor Matt Doherty made an announcement: the Department of Public Works had made 
two ornaments out of pieces of the boardwalk that was destroyed by Hurricane Sandy. 

He then asked two children to hang the ornaments on the Christmas tree. Those two children were Jessie 
Glendinning, 8, of Wall Township, and her brother, Daniel, 5. 



As the council members were announcing the raffle winners, Santa Claus, a good friend of Belmar resident 
Gene Murray, rode in on a fire truck to meet and greet with the children. 

Linda Dellaserra, of 14th Avenue, said the tree lighting had a great turnout. 

“With all we’ve been through, we’ve really stuck together,” she said. There is a “great sense of community.” 

Karen Hardmeyer, of 12th Avenue, also said there was a great sense of community. 

“There is a lot of joy, especially this year,” she said. The great turnout at the event is “reflective of our sense of 
community here in Belmar.” 

Third-grader at Belmar Elementary School, Fiona Reilly, 9, said the tree lighting was “exciting and fun.” 

“Since [Hurricane Sandy] there were a lot of things that happened,” she said. “So it’s nice to see everyone 
here.” 

	  


