
The Coast Star (12/13/2012): First United Methodist 
Church out of commission for next few months 

Holding services at Goodwill Hose Fire Company each Sunday 

 

The First United Methodist Church, located at 701 D Street, has been emptied out since everything inside the building sustained water 
damage from Hurricane Sandy. Photo by KRISTIANE OLSON, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The First United Methodist Church, here, will be out of commission for the next several months 
as the building is repaired from damages caused by Hurricane Sandy.  

Pastor Gene Chamberlin said while the building is fine structurally, everything inside was damaged. 

“I mean everything had to go,” he said. “... it’s a shell of a building right now.” 

From the pews to the pianos to the kitchen sink, it all had to be tossed to the curb since it was all submerged in 
water for several days, he said. 

The pastor said the rebuilding process cannot begin until they make sure the building is dried out. 

When asked how much it will cost to rebuild, the pastor said he is not sure, but he hopes the insurance will 
cover some of the cost. Pastor Chamberlin added that the church does not have flood insurance, though. 

The First United Methodist Church is also “hoping some folks, out of the kindness of their hearts, will make 
donations to the restoration process,” he said. 

“We want to move as fast as possible because we want to get back into the community so we can help the 
community begin to rebuild, too,” Pastor Chamberlin said.  

Pastor Chamberlin estimates the church will be in functioning condition around Easter, although he said that is 
only a guess.  

Until then, the church’s congregation is meeting at the Goodwill Hose Fire Company, 610 Seventh Ave., at 
10:45 a.m. each Sunday. 



For those who would like to help the church in its rebuilding process, send donations to 701 D St., Belmar 
07719 and put “restoration funds” in the memo. 

	  


