
The Coast Star (12/13/2012): Wisconsin student 
raises $10,000 for St. Rose High School 

Father and daughter flew to New Jersey to deliver check to school 

 

Tim Connolly [second from left] and his daughter, Dominique, 16, of Kenosha, Wis., flew to New Jersey on Monday to deliver the 
$10,000 she and her schoolmates at St. Joseph Catholic Academy in Wisconsin raised for St. Rose High School. On hand to meet the 

Connolly’s were Monsignor Ed Arnister, of St. Rose Parish, and St. Rose High School Principal Sister Kathy Nace, as well as the 
entire St. Rose student body. St. Joseph Catholic Academy’s team name is the Lancers, and below the name is a purple rose, which is 

St. Rose’s team name. The two teams were incorporated on the T-shirts Dominique sold at her school to raise money for St. Rose High 
School. Photo by HALEY BEHRE, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — St. Rose High School held an assembly on Monday to personally thank a Wisconsin father and 
daughter for their fundraising efforts for the school.  

Dominique Connolly, 16, of Kenosha, Wis., has spent the past three weeks or so raising funds for St. Rose High 
School.  

“When things like this happen you can … text the Red Cross and donate, but you never really know where any 
of that money goes or what that is going to help,” she said.  

So when Dominique found out about St. Rose High School and how similar it was to her school, St. Joseph 
Catholic Academy, in Kenosha, Wis., she knew St. Rose was the community she wanted to help, she said. 

Through T-shirt sales, 50-50 raffles at her high school basketball games, dress down days at her school and a 
chili cook off, Dominique and the St. Joseph Catholic Academy were able to raise $10,000 for St. Rose High 
School, Dominique said, noting more money will be coming from T-shirt sales. 

On Monday, Dominique and her father, Tim, flew out to New Jersey to personally deliver the money in front of 
the student body.  

St. Rose Principal Sister Kathy Nace said she knows the strength of the community has allowed St. Rose High 
School to “come back so quickly and successfully” from Hurricane Sandy.  



She then said if the St. Rose community had been watching the events of Hurricane Sandy unfold on TV 
somewhere else, she knows that the student body would have asked how they could help that community in 
need because that is the type of students there are at St. Rose High School. 

“I do believe all the kindness that you and this school community have shown to other people … that kindness 
has come back to us 100 fold,” Sister Nace said.  

St. Rose has received an outpouring of support and generosity since Hurricane Sandy. 

One of the “interesting” phone calls Sister Nace received was from a family in Wisconsin, which Sister Nace 
said reminded her of “each and every one of you in terms of your sincerity and desire to help.” 

This family wanted to help and support the St. Rose community as they move forward in reconstructing and 
rebuilding, she said. 

Mr. Connolly spoke about his father, William connolly , 85, who passed away in October from cancer and the 
connection he has with his daughter.  

“One thing [my father] did was he served others,” Mr. Connolly said through tears. “He always thought about 
other people.” 

His father, Mr. Connolly said, is looking down on Dominique as she does what he once did — help others.  

Mr. Connolly then asked the St. Rose student body to do him a favor.  

“I would ask that you go home and tell your parents thank you and that you love them,” he said. “I can’t tell 
[my father that] anymore and trust me it’s the worst thing you can imagine.”  

Mr. Connolly concluded by saying he is proud of his daughter for helping St. Rose and he hopes the St. Rose 
community continues to help others like they have in the past. 

After the assembly, about 100 or so students from St. Rose unexpectedly lined up to give Dominique a hug and 
shake Mr. Connolly’s hand.  

When asked how she felt about the many hugs, Dominique said it was “overwhelming,” as she did not expect it. 

“It’s nice to see that after all the hard work that we put in to do this, they really do appreciate what we did,” she 
said. 

Coral Butler Brooks, director of institutional advancement for St. Rose High School, said although she is unsure 
exactly how the money will be used, she does know it will help rebuild programs at the school. 

	  


