
The Coast Star (12/13/2012): WRAT planning board 
application postponed to future meeting 

Application will most likely be heard next month 
By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — The planning board application regarding Greater Media and its WRAT radio tower was not 
heard at the board’s Dec. 10 meeting. 

Instead, it was carried to a future board meeting at the applicant’s request so other applications regarding 
Hurricane Sandy damage could be heard first, according to Milford Smith, Greater Media’s vice president of 
engineering. 

Greater Media, the parent company to WRAT, has been officially planning to make improvements to its tower 
for more than one year.  

Mr. Smith said the tower’s improvements, which includes creating a taller tower, are “a critical element” in 
business moving forward. 

 “We need to improve these facilities and coverage area of the radio station to remain competitive in the 
Monmouth and Ocean county markets,” Mr. Smith said. 

In order to make these improvements Greater Media presented two options. One option is for the borough to 
submit an application to Green Acres, which is a program in the Department of Environmental Protection 
whose mission is to protect and preserve the natural environment. An application must be submitted to Green 
Acres since Behrman Park, where the company would like to relocate its tower, is Green Acres parkland. 

This option includes moving the WRAT tower from 1731 Main St. to Behrman Park, increase the tower from 
300 feet high to 533 feet high and make substantial improvements to the Little League field, Mr. Smith said. It 
would also create a “pocket park,” located at 1747 Brand Parkway. The pocket park, which has to be created to 
keep the amount of land used by the public the same, would be more than required, as it would be twice as large 
as the 4,000 square feet the tower would sit on at Behrman Park, he said.  

The application has been approved by the necessary federal agencies and now sits in the borough’s hands, Mr. 
Smith said.  

However, since this application has not been completed yet, Greater Media decided to present a planning board 
application that would keep the tower at its current location on Main Street.  

The Green Acres application is Greater Media’s first option, while the planning board application is the 
company’s backup plan, Mr. Smith said. 

If the application is approved, Greater Media would have permission to tear down the current tower and 
reconstruct a new, state of the art, 533 feet high tower at the current location, 1731 Main St., said Robert Shea, 
Greater Media’s attorney.  

Everything else will basically remain the same, except the parking lot would be reconfigured, Mr. Shea said.  



The planning board was expecting to hear this application at its Dec. 10 meeting, however, the applicant 
decided to carry the application to a later meeting, said Viveca Graham, the borough’s planning board secretary.  

Mr. Smith said the company decided to postpone the meeting because it had heard the borough had received an 
influx of applications from residents who had suffered damage during Hurricane Sandy. 

“They obviously take priority,” Mr. Smith said. 

And since Greater Media’s application involves a lot of testimony from experts out of the area, and would 
probably take one or more meetings, the company decided to carry the application, he said. 

The application has been carried to the next meeting, Monday, Jan. 14, 2013, and is expected to be heard then. 

	  


