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Council bids farewell to Councilwoman
Deicke
Councilwoman’s term ends on Dec. 31;
chose not to seek reelection
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Council members bid farewell to one of their own
during the Dec. 11 council meeting.

Council President Claire Deicke, who began serving on the dais
in 2008, attended her final meeting as a council member last
week. Her term ends at the end of the year, but she chose not
to seek reelection.

To thank her for her service, the council took time out at the
end of the meeting to present her with flowers, a
proclamation and a gift certificate.

According to the proclamation, the councilwoman has
dedicated 50 years to public service in New Jersey “focused on
bettering the lives and well being of Belmar’s children and
residents.”

The proclamation was read by Mayor Matt Doherty.

Councilwoman Deicke served as a public school teacher for 26
years — 22 of which were at Belmar Elementary School,
according to the proclamation.

Upon retiring from the school, Councilwoman Deicke served on
the Belmar Board of Education. She is currently an active
member of the Belmar Woman’s Club, and brought “ground
breaking and vital” programs to the town, such as Belmar
Cares and Choose Your Cover.

As a council member, she was chair of the Mayor’s Wellness
Campaign and Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA]
committee, was the council president and served on the
harbor commission.

The councilwoman said she will no longer retain any of these
positions. She will remain a member of the BWC and Belmar
Cares.

“Belmar is a better town to live in and raise a family because
of her and her service,” according to the proclamation.

Councilwoman Deicke said she
enjoyed her years on the dais.
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The Belmar Council took time out of the Dec.
11 meeting to recognize Councilwoman Claire
Deicke, whose term is up on Dec. 31 after she
chose not to seek re-election in November.
During the special presentation, Mayor Matt
Doherty read a proclamation in honor of the
councilwoman. Photo by HALEY BEHRE, STAR
NEWS GROUP
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“When you run for office, you’re a politician, but when you are elected, you are a
servant of the people,” she said. “And that’s how I express my time here as a
councilwoman.”

Earlier in the meeting, Councilwoman Deicke thanked the “many people who assisted
me in representing the wonderful people of Belmar.”

COUNCIL SAYS 'THANK YOU'

Councilman Brian Magovern said he has known the Deickes for many years, and
recalled the energy Councilwoman Deicke brought to the campaign when they ran together three years ago.

“She’s just a tremendous asset to the Borough of Belmar,” he said.

Councilwoman Jennifer Nicolay was filled with emotion when she spoke about the support Councilwoman
Deicke has given to her this past year as she battled breast cancer.

“Claire being a survivor herself was a huge inspiration,” Councilwoman Nicolay said through tears.

Councilwoman Nicolay and Councilwoman Deicke are both breast cancer survivors.

Councilman Jim Bean said, “You are what Belmar needed and still needs. You’re a wonderful person and you do
a great job. God speed and you’re going to be sorely missed.”

Councilwoman Deicke said after the meeting that she wants to “thank the Belmar residents for their support
during my tenure as I couldn’t have accomplished what I did without them.”

Councilwoman-elect Janis Keown-Blackburn will replace her on the dais. She will be sworn in at the Jan. 4
reorganization meeting.
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