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Administrator weighs options for garbage
collection service
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — During Tuesday night’s council meeting, Borough Administrator Louise Mekosh briefed the council
on its current options when it comes to garbage collection in town.

The options presented were to keep the Department of Public Works [DPW] employees collecting the garbage
or hire a company.

According to Brendan Maas, DPW superintendent, the borough’s DPW currently collects the garbage in town,
but needs a new truck if it is to continue to provide the service. The DPW has two trucks, he said, one that is
more than 20 years old and needs to be replaced and another that is about 10 years old.

With the possible expense of purchasing a new truck, the borough decided to weigh its options — either keep
garbage collection in-house or hire a company to complete the task in town.

According to Ms. Mekosh, four bids were received, with the lowest being DeLisa Waste Services, in Tinton Falls,
for $57,000 per year.

Comparatively, if the borough kept the DPW doing garbage collection, it would cost
Lake Como $82,253 in 2014, she said. These costs include the financing of a new
garbage truck, insurance, diesel fuel, a part-time employee and miscellaneous costs.

The new garbage truck would cost $250,000, which would be financed by a bond with
a life of 10 years, Ms. Mekosh said.

By choosing DeLisa, the borough would save $25,253 in 2014, Ms. Mekosh said, and
would also benefit from the additional 34 hours for the DPW to work on other projects
in town.

Ms. Mekosh’s recommendation to the council was to move forward with a contract for DeLisa at the next
council meeting, on Jan. 7. She also recommended the borough sell its oldest garbage truck and keep its newer
one until it is no longer necessary or too costly to maintain.

If the governing body chooses to move forward with DeLisa, the DPW will continue to pick up trash at Behrman
Park, Lake Como and Main Street, Ms. Mekosh said.

Garbage days would remain on Monday and Friday under DeLisa.
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