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Boro to be reimbursed $4.1 mil for two
pavilions, mayor says
Seeking other funding to finance remaining cost of project
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] is likely to cover more than one half the cost of
rebuilding two beachfront pavilions, Mayor Matt Doherty announced at the Dec. 11 council meeting.

The two pavilions expected to be rebuilt — the Fifth Avenue [Taylor Pavilion] and 10th Avenue pavilions — are
anticipated to cost a total of $7 million, of which $4.1 million will be reimbursed by FEMA, the mayor said.

In addition, the borough is looking into whether the project could qualify for Community Development Block
Grant [CDBG] money through the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, he said.

The $4.1 million is based on project worksheets for the pavilion and is how much the borough anticipates being
reimbursed, Mayor Doherty said. The reimbursement occurs once the project is completed.

That CDBG money combined with the $4.1 million from FEMA “goes a long way” to cover most, if not all, of the
pavilions’ cost, Mayor Doherty said.

The borough is asking for $3 million in CDBG money, he said, but could receive less.

To receive CDBG money, the project must be approved prior to the borough moving
forward with financing the project, which is why the council unanimously decided to
table the two bond ordinances on the agenda that would finance the pavilions.

Those two bond ordinances — one for about $5 million and the other for nearly $2
million — were tabled for the time being as the borough pursues CDBG money. Both
bond ordinances were approved on their first reading. They were up for second
reading and adoption at the Dec. 11 meeting.

“There’s definitely a possibility [of receiving CDBG money] and it’s worth pausing because the dollars are
significant,” Mayor Doherty said.

Once the borough finds out what will happen with the CDBG money, it will move forward with the bond
ordinances, Mayor Doherty said.

According to Alberto Pillot, FEMA spokesman, as of Dec. 17, FEMA has awarded Belmar more than $16 million.

“FEMA continues to work with Belmar to address all damages to the applicant’s facilities and to establish
eligibility determination, including the pavilions,” he said.
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