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NJ Transit, Belmar reps meet to discuss
access ramp
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — NJ Transit and Belmar representatives met recently to discuss the possibility of building an
Americans with Disabilities Act [ADA] accessible ramp at the Belmar Train Station.

For the past several months, the borough’s ADA committee has been requesting that NJ Transit install a fully
compliant ADA boarding ramp at the Belmar Train Station — with no luck. The efforts to get NJ Transit to install
a ramp include Councilwoman Claire Deicke, who is chair of the ADA committee, writing a letter, and
Assemblymen Sean Kean and David Rible offering their assistance to help Belmar secure the ramp.

Councilwoman Deicke, Councilwoman-elect Janis Keown-Blackburn and Belmar resident Brendan Read attended
a NJ Transit meeting in November, which resulted in the meeting last week.

At the meeting, Councilwoman Deicke said they spoke about why the borough needs such a ramp. The reasons,
which have been previously expressed to NJ Transit through letters, include the fact there is no train station in
the legislative district that has an accessible ramp, as well as the busy summer season and the regular
commute of residents.

They also spoke about capital planning, she said.

The NJ Transit representatives were “encouraging,” the councilwoman said.

“They didn’t come and dash our hopes for the ramp,” she said, noting the
representatives cited money as an issue in pursuing such a project.

After the meeting, the councilwoman said NJ Transit is going to look at the possibility
of installing the ramp, the councilwoman said.

It probably will not happen for another few years, Councilwoman Deicke said,
because there are “many steps” to get such a task accomplished.

But the NJ Transit representatives “encouraged open communication and continuing dialogue with NJ Transit
executives,” she said.

“We all came away that we made some progress, that we got our foot in the door so to speak,” Councilwoman
Deicke said.

Councilwoman Deicke said she hopes the next step will be an engineering evaluation.

John Durso, NJ Transit spokesman, said, “NJ Transit was, is, and remains committed to a continued dialogue
with officials, stakeholders and the community. We appreciate and share the desire to make Belmar Station
accessible for those who wish to use the station.”

He also said that when funding becomes available, NJ Transit will include local officials and residents in the
project.
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