
The Coast Star (12/20/2012): Burglar hits Calvary 
Baptist 

$500 stolen, no sign of forced entry into the building 

 

A burglary recently took place at the Calvary Baptist Church, located at 600 13th Ave, when $500 was stolen from the church. Photo 
by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Someone came into the Calvary Baptist Church, here, recently and stole $500, which the church 
had stored away to help those affected by Hurricane Sandy. 

According to Detective Lt. Thomas Cox, of the Belmar Police Department, police were dispatched to the church 
on Dec. 10 around 11:03 a.m. The burglary, he said, took place sometime between Dec. 9 and 10.  

There was no forced entry into the building, Detective Lt. Cox said, but the office and wooden filing cabinet 
where the money was stored had both been locked, and the burglar forcibly entered both. The burglar stole 
$500, he said, noting nothing else was stolen.  

There are no suspects, yet, he said. 



“We’re working on it,” Detective Lt. Cox said.  

Pastor Grace Scarle said the money had been raised through a special offering during church service on Dec. 9 
and had been stored in her locked office in a locked filing cabinet. The pastor said she was going to deposit the 
money the next day, and it was going to go into the Council of Churches Fund to help people affected by 
Hurricane Sandy. 

According to Pastor Scarle, the Calvary Baptist Church, located at 600 13th Ave, has been hosting different 
churches in the area, such as the Presbyterian Church and First Baptist Church, both in Belmar, since the 
Calvary Baptist Church only sustained minimal damage from the storm. Only the church’s roof was damaged, 
she said, while the other churches sustained more damage, preventing them from holding service. The church 
was also hosting Alcoholics Anonymous [AA] and Narcotics Anonymous [NA] meetings, which are normally 
held by the Shoralon Club, in Belmar, she said, noting the basement of the Mayfair Hotel, where the club held 
its meetings, was flooded by the storm. 

Pastor Scarle said an AA or NA meeting was being held on Dec. 9, so she believes the burglar may have come 
in as if he or she was attending a meeting and then went upstairs and stole the money. The meeting was held in 
the basement and the office was on the first floor.  

The burglary was heartbreaking, the pastor said, because if the person who stole the money had asked the 
church for help, they would have gladly offered assistance. 

The pastor said she forgives the person who stole the money. 

“I hope they needed it,” she said. “But it’s very hard because they didn’t just steal money, they stole our sense 
of security here.” 

Anyone with information regarding the burglary should contact the Belmar Police Department at 732-681-1700. 

	  


