
The Coast Star (12/20/2012): Gov. Christie to visit 
Belmar 

Will hold the 99th town hall meeting of his administration today at 3 p.m. 

 

Gov. Chris Christie [right] visited Belmar and talked with Mayor Matt Doherty the day after Hurricane Sandy slammed into the East 
Coast on Oct. 29. Photo courtesy GOV. CHRIS CHRISTIE’S OFFICE 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Gov. Chris Christie will hold a town hall meeting today in the borough.  

The governor and members of his cabinet will address ongoing Hurricane Sandy rebuilding and recovery 
efforts, as well as address any other topics of concern from residents. 

Sean Conner, deputy press secretary to the governor, said the governor will give opening remarks. He will then 
open up the meeting for questions. 

The questions portion of the meeting will be a time where residents can ask the governor questions of “their 
choosing,” Mr. Conner said. 

When asked why Belmar was chosen as a location to host a governor’s town hall meeting, Mr. Conner said it is 
consistent with the governor’s overall commitment to visiting as many communities throughout New Jersey as 
possible. 

The governor’s Belmar visit “marks the 99th town hall meeting the governor has hosted,” Mr. Connor said 
yesterday. 

Belmar was one of the hardest towns hit by Hurricane Sandy, and many homes in the area were hit by severe 
flooding, resulting in many displaced residents, as the ocean and the lakes connected to become one and power 
remained out for about two weeks after the Oct. 29 storm. 

Just one day after the hurricane landed in New Jersey, Gov. Christie visited Belmar to see the destruction that 
was left behind. 



While he was walking the boardwalk that day, Gov. Christie said he was walking “this place” this past summer, 
and “the fact that most of it is gone is incredible to me.” 

He continued, “We know what we lost and now we know what we have to rebuild.” 

Belmar Mayor Matt Doherty said the borough is pleased to again host Gov. Christie. 

“Since the day after the hurricane when the governor came to visit us in Belmar, he has been very supportive of 
our efforts to recover and rebuild,” the mayor said.  

Gov. Christie will be joined today by administration officials such as Governor’s Office of Recovery and 
Rebuilding Executive Director Marc Ferzan; Board of Public Utilities President Robert Hanna; Environmental 
Protection Commissioner Bob Martin; Health Commissioner Mary E. O’Dowd; State Police Superintendent 
Colonel Rick Fuentes; Transportation Commissioner James Simpson; Human Services Commissioner Jennifer 
Velez and Community Affairs Commissioner Richard E. Constable, III. 

Doors open at 2:15 p.m. at the municipal gymnasium located in the borough hall, and seating is on a first come, 
first served basis. The town meeting will begin at 3 p.m. 

Residents can RSVP by calling the governor’s office at 609-777-2500.  

	  


