
The Coast Star (12/20/2012): Church hosts service 
for displaced residents 

 

Pastor Grace Scarle and the Calvary Baptist Church, located at 600 13th Ave., invited other churches in town to worship with them 
each week since Hurricane Sandy since other churches were damaged by the storm. The Calvary Baptist Church’s roof sustained 

minor damage. The First Baptist Church and First Presbyterian Church both accepted the offer, although the Presbyterian church has 
since moved back to its own church., located at 600 Ninth Ave. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Since Hurricane Sandy, the Calvary Baptist Church has been hoPsting other churches each week 
as other churches in Belmar have not been able to continually hold service each week due to damage caused by 
Hurricane Sandy. 

According to Pastor Grace Scarle, the church sustained minor damage to its roof, which has not been fixed, yet. 
The church has hired a contractor, who has not started work, yet, but is expected to begin work soon. The roof 
repairs should cost about $2,500, and the church is hoping the roof will be repaired by the end of the year, she 
said.  



Since the hurricane destroyed other churches, the Calvary Baptist Church, located at 600 13th Ave., invited 
other churches in the town to worship with them, and the First Presbyterian Church and First Baptist Church 
accepted the offer.  

Nancy Steel, office manager at the First Presbyterian Church, said the church sustained a lot of damage to the 
first floor as 6 to 7 feet of water were inside the building, as well as a lot of fish and three turtles. Ms. Steel said 
the fish were dead, however, the two sea turtles and one freshwater turtle were alive and returned to their 
natural habitats. The Presbyterian church is located at 600 Ninth Ave.  

“Everything had to be totally removed,” she said. 

The first floor, which is home to the church’s social room, kitchen, classrooms, storage areas and boiler room, 
were all destroyed, Ms. Steel said. The church’s offices and sanctuary were on the second floor and were not 
damaged, she said, but they were unable to worship there because the church had no power or heat. 

According to Ms. Steel, the First Presbyterian’s Church’s power and heat has been fully restored to the second 
floor on Dec. 8, and the church was able to hold its first service at its own church since Hurricane Sandy hit the 
next day, on Dec. 9.  

“[The Calvary Baptist Church] was wonderful,” she said. “It was a great ecumenical experience.” 

While the church’s congregation is able to worship in their own church now, Ms. Steel said she is unsure when 
the work will be completed on the downstairs area, which will cost roughly $200,000. The church is seeking aid 
from the Federal Emergency Management Agency, their insurance company and grants to help pay for the 
repairs, she said.  

A representative from the First Baptist Church, located at 410 Ninth Ave., could not be reached for comment. 

The basement in St. Rose Church, on Seventh Avenue, flooded about 5 to 6 feet, destroying the church’s 
Christmas decorations and affecting the electric and heating systems, said The Rev. Ed Arnister. The heating 
and electric have since been fully restored, he said.  

The church’s parish center, which houses the offices and is where The Rev. Arnister and The Rev. Neiser 
Cardenas live, had flooding in the basement almost to its ceiling, The Rev. Arnister said. As a result, the tables, 
chairs, TV and kitchen supplies, as well as other items in the parish hall, located in the basement, had to be 
thrown away, he said.  

When asked how much the damage costs, The Rev. Arnister said the damage to the whole campus, which 
includes the church, parish center and the St. Rose schools, will cost several million dollars. He was unsure how 
much the church’s repairs would specifically cost, though.  

The Rev. Arnister said he hopes he and The Rev. Cardenas will be back in the parish center before Christmas.  

The First United Methodist Church, located at 701 D St., also sustained severe damage from the storm. 

Pastor Gene Chamberlin said while the building is fine structurally, everything inside was damaged. 

“I mean everything had to go,” he said. “It’s a shell of a building right now.” 

From the pews to the pianos to the kitchen sink, it all had to be tossed to the curb since it was all submerged in 
water for several days, he said. 



The pastor said the rebuilding process has not begun, yet, and that he is unsure how much it will cost. He did 
say, however, that he hopes the insurance will cover some of the cost, although the church does not have flood 
insurance.  

Pastor Chamberlin estimates the church will be in functioning condition around Easter, although he said that is 
only a guess.  

Until then, the church’s congregation is meeting at the Goodwill Hose Fire Company, 610 Seventh Ave., at 
10:45 a.m. each Sunday. 

For those who would like to help the church in its rebuilding process, send donations to 701 D St., Belmar 
07719 and put “restoration funds” in the memo. 

	  


