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Party set for Saturday 

Long-standing tradition in the community for the children of Belmar 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The annual Belmar Fire Department Christmas Party for the children of the town is back for 
another year. 

For the past 85 years or so, the Belmar Fire Department has sponsored the event for the children of Belmar at 
Belmar Elementary School, where they watch a movie, a magician and, at the end, Santa visits the children to 
hear their Christmas list as fire department members hand out presents. This year will be no different.  

Pete Sykes, Goodwill Hose fire chief, said the event has been a tradition that has been handed down through the 
generations— and it is one that his mother went to as a child, he went to and now his children attend.  

“It’s all about the tradition,” he said. “I’m a huge advocate” of following the traditions that have been passed 
down throughout the fire department’s history.  

When asked why the fire department sponsors the event annually, Mr. Sykes said it is to give back to the 
children in the community. 

 “This year especially,” he said, referring to all they have been dealing with since Hurricane Sandy hit. 

DONATIONS 

Each year the fire department hands out gifts to all the children who attend the Christmas party. 

And while the gifts will still be handed out, as they always are, this year is a little different as communities far 
and near gathered to replenish the fire department’s stock, which was destroyed by the hurricane. The few 
hundred gifts that were destroyed by the hurricane were all stored at the Union Fire House, located at 900 E St., 
which received 3 to 4 feet of water.  

As a result, the fire department started from square one, and looked to the community to help replenish its gift 
pile. 

“The outpouring of support has been phenomenal,” he said. 

From all the gift donations the fire department has received, he said, they were able to fill one 53-foot tractor 
trailer with gifts, Mr. Sykes said. 

The department has received so many donations that “we are working with other organizations to make sure 
everyone has enough for whatever Christmas events they are doing this year,” he said. 

The Christmas Party will be from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Dec. 22 at Belmar Elementary School, 1101 Main St. 
The party is for all children in the borough 12 years of age or younger.  

	  


