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class celebrates ‘Gingerbread Day’ 

 

St. Rose Grammar School kindergartners John Sullivan, 6, of Tinton Falls [from left], Emily Killeen, 5, of Shark River Hills, and John 
Semblewski, 6, of Wall, stood in front of their gingerbread people and house they made recently in school. Diane O’Reilly’s 

kindergarten class made the gingerbread people and house, as well as decorated gingerbread cookies, as part of ‘Gingerbread Day’ 
on Dec. 13. Photo by Haley Behre, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — A kindergarten class at St. Rose Grammar School celebrated everything about gingerbread on 
Dec. 13. 

Each month, Diane O’Reilly’s kindergarten class enjoys a “Zip-A-Dee-Do-Dah-Day” based on what the class is 
learning. The day provides activities that are cross-curriculum as each subject and activity on that day is based 
on the chosen theme. 

This month’s theme was the “Gingerbread Boy” story. 

Ms. O’Reilly said this theme has been done for over 10 years as “it’s a fun day that incorporates learning as 
well as the fun of preparing for Christmas.”  

The day began with the original “Gingerbread Man” story, with the students making gingerbread hats to wear to 
accompany the storytelling.  

Next, the class did a gingerbread math paper, with numbers from one to 10 inside a gingerbread house. The 
class also colored and cut a gingerbread puzzle, which is also part of the math curriculum.  

To compare gingerbread stories, the class read “Gingerbread Baby” and “Gingerbread Girl,” and the class made 
and dressed paper gingerbread people to complete the bulletin board, which accompanied the gingerbread house 
they made.  

The day concluded with the class decorating ready-made gingerbread cookies. 

“Decorating these cookies reminds us of Christmas preparations for that ‘Special Day,’” Ms. O’Reilly said.  



Ryder Solomon, 6, of Spring Lake, said decorating the gingerbread man was fun, as he was excited to eat them.  

“Gingerbread are like Christmas because they can have candy canes on them,” he said.  

Caroline Lang, 5, of Belmar, also thought that gingerbread reminds her of Christmas.  

She said the class is talking about the gingerbread man because “it’s special. It’s baby Jesus’s birthday and 
Christmas,” and people decorate around this time.  

“We left the school with gingerbread hats on our heads, full tummies and saying ‘run, run as fast as you can — 
you can’t catch me I’m the gingerbread man,” Ms. O’Reilly said.  

	  


