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By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — Mayor Mike Ryan announced at the council’s Dec. 18 meeting that he has joined Mayors 
Against Illegal Handguns— an organization which New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg co-chairs. 

According to the Mayors Against Illegal Handguns website, 
www.mayorsagainstillegalguns.org/html/home/demandaplan.html, “more than 48,000 Americans will be 
murdered with guns during the president's next term.” 

That statistic is coupled with the four major shootings — most recently the shooting in Newtown, CT, where 20 
children and six educators were killed this month — and the countless other murders at the hands of guns 
President Barack Obama has seen over his first term. 

“This nonsense has to stop,” the mayor said.  

Mayor Ryan said he joined Mayors Against Illegal Guns for three reasons.  

 “Having served in the military, there is no need for assault weapons that can shoot 700 [rounds] a minute in the 
hands of people that do not always act rationally and they’re a menace to themselves and to society,” he said. 

The second reason is the number of assaults since 2004, when the assault rifle ban expired, has increased 
“significantly,” he said. 

The third reason is because 40 percent of guns sold in the United States are sold without a background check 
because of the “way the laws are structured.” 

“It’s not only dangerous for people that live and have to deal with this on an ongoing basis … but it makes it 
less safe for our police officers out there,” Mayor Ryan said. 

According to Mayor Ryan, Mayors Against Illegal Handguns will be working on Fix Gun Checks Act of 2011. 
The act will help “close the gaps in the national gun background system that have enabled criminals and other 
dangerous people … to easily obtain firearms,” according to the Mayors Against Illegal Handguns website. 

The bill has been introduced in Congress. 

The organization will also be working to limit the types of guns that can be sold to the public and limit the 
number of bullets allowed in a clip to 10, he said. 

“In doing so we do not plan to infringe on any Second Amendment issues relative to owning a gun for sport,” 
he said.  

The real issue, Mayor Ryan said, is, “should we have weapons that were designed for the military, by the 
military and contract companies that are designed to kill masses of people on our streets.” 

He said the answer is no.  



The mayor said right now is the time to act, and it is the time to “force” legislators to act. 

Mayor Ryan then addressed the 26 victims at the school in the Sandy Hook Elementary tragedy.  

“It’s something that must be done,” he said. “We have a responsibility to our children, we have a responsibility 
to the parents and we have a responsibility to the teachers that work out there.” 

	  


