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By Haley Behre 

LAKE COMO — During the council meeting Tuesday evening, council members took the time out to say 
farewell to retiring Councilwoman Marni McFadden-Lee, as it was her last council meeting. 

Councilwoman McFadden-Lee has served on the council for seven years, beginning in 2005 when she was 
appointed to fill a one year, unexpired term. The councilwoman completed two terms on the council, and was 
up for re-election this year, but chose not to seek it.  

Lake Como resident Virginia Kropac ran for the open seat and won, and will be taking Councilwoman 
McFadden-Lee’s seat on the dais. She will be sworn into her position at noon on Jan. 1 in borough hall.  

Councilwoman McFadden-Lee said she is retiring from the council because she plans on retiring from her job, 
as a sheriff’s officer in the Essex County Sheriff’s Department, in a little over one year. Once she retires, her 
family plans to relocate, she said.  

“To commit to another three-year term would not be fair knowing that I won’t be here,” the councilwoman said.  

Councilman Kevin Higgins said it was nice to serve with the councilwoman for the short period they served 
together. Councilman Higgins began serving on the council in May, replacing former Councilman Kevin 
Lynch, who moved to Wall Township. 

Councilman Brian Wilton began serving on the council with Councilwoman McFaddden-Lee seven years ago.  

“I hate to see you go,” he said.  

Councilmen Jared Cohen and Doug Witte congratulated the councilwoman on her “retirement” from the 
council.  

Councilwoman McFadden-Lee thanked everyone. 

“We started as neighbors, we became friends and now we’re like family,” she said.  

At the end of the meeting, Mayor Mike Ryan spoke about the councilwoman’s work throughout the years, and 
presented her with roses. 

“Marni has done a tremendous job” her seven years on council, the mayor said, noting she spent most of her 
time working with the Department of Public Works.  

Councilwoman McFadden-Lee will continue as the mayor’s appointment to the St. Patrick’s Day Committee, he 
said.  

The mayor then talked about the work she did after Hurricane Sandy hit the area, and how she and her husband, 
Paul, opened their home up to serve food to residents and others impacted by the storm. 



“I think it says something when somebody goes to their piggy bank and savings so they can continue to feed 
people,” Mayor Ryan said. 

He continued, “some people in this world blow a lot of smoke. Others are doers. And Marni, I thank you for 
being a doer and doing everything you have for this mayor and council.”  

	  


