
The Coast Star (12/20/2012): Special Improvement 
District budget to be heard on Jan. 16 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Earlier this month, the borough council, here, unanimously approved a resolution to hold a 
Special Improvement District [SID] budget hearing in January. 

According to Michael Redpath, executive director of the Belmar Business Partnership [BBP], a SID, is a “tool, 
created under state statute by municipal ordinance, for a business district to be revitalized through a fund 
created by an assessment on commercial properties in that district, managed by the business community in the 
district.” 

The BBP was created in 2010 with the purpose of managing the SID because Belmar’s business district had 
declined. 

“The SID is a well-proven tool for revitalizing business districts,” Mr. Redpath said. 

The BBP has the task of revitalizing downtown Belmar by creating a competitive business district that can 
compete, and even do better, than its competitors, Mr. Redpath said. 

 “In order to deal with the competition, we need to do what they are doing,” he said. “In order to be competitive 
we need to do it better.”  

Since 2010, the BBP has done a lot to keep Belmar competitive, such as placing signs to direct patrons where 
different aspects of town are, adding holiday decorations to the business district and creating a Belmar logo. 
The BBP has also placed ads in local media outlets, such as WRAT and The Coast Star, and moved Belmar 
Cruise Night to Main Street this past summer as the event encourages patrons to stroll.  

To continue its effort, the BBP has created its SID budget for 2013. 

According to the 2013 budget, there will be no debt as the BBP plans on spending $176,700, which is the same 
amount it will have incoming. The BBP will receive $172,000 from the businesses for the special work that is 
done to the SID, Mr. Redpath said. The rest of the incoming money comes from sponsorships and the 2012 
budget’s surplus. 

This year, the BBP plans on spending $176,700 in management/organization, branding/marketing, business 
development and visual improvements. 

The largest portion that will be spent is $57,313 in the business development area. This money will be used for 
projects such as offering business training to encourage best practices, develop incentives for businesses to 
locate to the borough and continue the regular newsletters and bulletins to borough businesses. 

The SID budget hearing is scheduled for the council’s meeting on Jan. 16. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. in 
the municipal building.  

	  


