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Santa, Friendly Sons spread holiday cheer to
those who need it most
Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh
By Haley Behre

With some help from the local Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh
[FSOS], Santa Claus was able to take a break before the big
day to bring holiday cheer to the boys and girls in the K.
Hovnanian Children’s Hospital at Jersey Shore University
Medical Center [JSUMC], in Neptune.

The cheer— and gifts— were brought to the hospital on Dec. 20
by Santa Claus, a few of his elves and several FSOS members,
who host a toy drive each year to supply the toys to the
hospital and local charities.

TOY DRIVE

The FSOS is a nonprofit organization that raises money
throughout the year for various causes, including its annual
toy drive.

The toy drive began 14 years ago with 10 boxes full of toys,
said John Carr, FSOS member and chair of the toy drive, but
has grown and now fills a 48 foot trailer “front to back, top to
bottom.”

“It’s a lot of pressure to keep it at that level every year,” Mr. Carr said, but the
organization has rose to the occasion as they have met or exceeded the amount
donated each year.

From right after Thanksgiving to mid-December, the FSOS collects toys by placing
boxes outside local businesses. Events are also held to collect toys.

Local businesses not only take boxes to collect toys, but many of them also donate
items.

For instance, Taylor Hardware, located in Belmar, has helped the FSOS since the
beginning.

Joe Connor, owner of Taylor Hardware, said each year he donates a toy wagon.

“They’re a great organization. That’s [the toy drive] just one more wonderful thing they do for our
community,” he said.

Through this endeavor, the FSOS has donated about $500,000 to $1 million worth of toys to organizations in the
past 14 years, which is about 7,000 to 10,000 toys annually, Mr. Carr said.

Matt Sharin, FSOS president, estimates they help about 500 children.

“The volume of toys and the joy that goes with it, with the kids every year is an amazing effort,” Mr. Sharin
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Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh members,
including Danny Reilly, went on a shopping
frenzy at Toys R Us last week to stock up on
toys for their annual toy drive, which benefits
local organizations. Photo by RYAN MAYER, STAR
NEWS GROUP

Star News Group (12.26.13): Santa, Friendly Sons spread holida... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/12.26.13/santa__frien_1...

1 of 3 12/28/13 8:34 AM



said, noting he thinks the FSOS and community do an “outstanding job.”

In addition to JSUMC, which has been a recipient of the toy drive since its inception, the FSOS donates toys to
other organizations, which includes 180 Turnaround, The Boys and Girls Club of Monmouth County and the
Belmar Department of Social Services, as well as other organizations and local families.

The FSOS donates enough toys to the children’s hospital so they can distribute toys to children throughout the
year.

OVER THE YEARS

Over the years, FSOS members have had moments that have stood out, reaffirming why they are doing this toy
drive.

For Mr. Sharin, it was when he took several boxes of toys to the Joint Base McGuire-Dix in Lakehurst. While
there, one master sergeant began crying because someone would do that for them.

“We try to do the right thing, help out,” he said.

For FSOS member Brendan Dolan it was when a family who had picked out some toys returned to the FSOS club,
located on 16th Avenue in Belmar, on St. Patrick’s Day one year to deliver cookies.

For Mr. Carr, the moment that stands out is when a single mother whom the FSOS had helped out for three
years in a row showed up with a bag of toys.

“She was almost in tears,” he said. “She was so happy that she could help us for all the times that we helped
her.”

HOSPITAL VISIT

On Friday, Dec. 20, the FSOS created new, lasting memories when Santa Claus, some of his elves and FSOS 
members visited the K. Hovnanian Children’s Hospital to spread holiday cheer— and deliver presents.

The elves were good friends of FSOS members Edward Ward, of Lakewood, and Billy Clohosey, of Shark River
Hills. There were also several other elves.

“It’s for the kids, but it’s actually equally as important for the parents,” said FSOS member Mark Quirk about
visiting the hospital.

Mr. Quirk has been a good friend of Santa for the past eight years.

He said over the years he has met many children with various illnesses, some of which died after the FSOS
visited them.

“Every story’s different,” he said. “But it humbles everyone. Anybody who sees a sick child it humbles them.”

“I think doing this every year kind of grounds me, brings me back to reality,” Mr. Quirk said.

Mr. Quirk, who works as a first responder, said going to the hospital is different.

When responding to an emergency, the individuals need someone’s help, whereas in a hospital people are going
there to comfort, Mr. Quirk said.

“When you go into the hospital, you know you’re walking into a solemn moment,” he said.

Santa visits each child and their parents in their hospital room and spends time and talks with them.

“I don’t even think it’s anything to do with presents. I really don’t,” Mr. Quirk said. “I think the presents are
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secondary... I think we give the parents a glimmer of hope and the kids, I think we bring a memory they’ll
never forget into their lives — that while they were in the hospital, as bad as it was, Santa came to see them.”

Steven Littleson, JSUMC president, said the FSOS brings cheer to the children, which is important during the
holidays.

“It’s so nice that organizations like the Shillelaghs take time out to come in and help celebrate the holidays
with our children because we got to do something to help them heal and get better, and this is a great way to
do that,” Mr. Littleson said.

He added that this is just one of the traditions, saying “I don’t think the holidays would be the same if they
didn’t come.”

Eight-year-old Ava Zazza, of Freehold, said she liked meeting Santa because it was something she has always
wanted to do. Ava said she was in the hospital because her dog bit her in the face.

Patience Boston, 16, of Allentown, who was in the hospital for a few weeks, was one of the children Santa
visited. She was diagnosed with lupus in October.

According to the Mayo Clinic website, lupus is “a chronic inflammatory disease that occurs when your body's
immune system attacks your own tissues and organs. Inflammation caused by lupus can affect many different
body systems — including your joints, skin, kidneys, blood cells, brain, heart and lungs.”

Since being in the hospital, Patience said she has been “bombarded with all this bad news and hard topics.”

So, it is “nice when someone can bring you joy,” she said.

“It’s the only good news that I’m able to receive when I’m in the hospital,” Patience said.

Patience said what the FSOS did was “really cool” and “it’s really blessed me in my times of darkness.”

In light of what the FSOS did, Patience said she would like to do something similar next year.
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