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Longstanding tradition returns to the
borough
Annual Christmas Party for area children
held on Saturday
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The annual Christmas Party for the children of the
town was back for another year this past Saturday.

For the past 85 years or so, the Christmas Party has been a
tradition in the town, where the children watch a movie and a
magician, do arts and crafts and, at the end, Santa makes an
appearance.

This year was no different. The Belmar Fire Department
sponsored the event for the children at Belmar Elementary
School.

“For me, tradition with children is great especially when a
parent can say, ‘oh, yea, I used to go there when I was a kid
myself,’” said Pete Sykes, fire department chief, noting he
said that to his children and his mother said it to him.

“It’s nice to still have tradition in the town especially with all
the change after [Hurricane Sandy],” Mr. Sykes said.

This year “wasn’t a banner year” for attendance, Mr. Sykes
said, but there was still a good number of children there.

Mr. Sykes said the fire department
hosts the event to give back to the community and show that the fire department is
here.

“The firemen enjoy doing it just as much as the residents enjoy coming to it,” he
said.

Toward the end of the day, Santa, a good friend of second assistant department chief
George Burr, came on a fire truck to sit with the children and deliver presents.

The gifts are raised through donations. The fire department also sets aside some
funds to purchase gifts, he said.

“It went great,” Mr. Sykes said.

“When you see the different generations still coming to it — if you don’t have tradition what do you have,” he
said.
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Santa Claus, a good friend of second assistant
department chief George Burr, visited the
annual Christmas Party held at the Belmar
Elementary School this past weekend where he
met Jackson resident Isabella Valenzano, 17
months old, and her uncle, Steve Hines, of
Wall. Photo by SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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