
The Coast Star (12/27/2012): Bordentown school 
raises funds for St. Rose Grammar School 

Students from St. Mary School travel to St. Rose to spread holiday cheer 

 

Courtesy of St. Rose Grammar School 
St. Mary School students Joe Manetta [from left], eighth grade, Zachary Schaber, eighth grade, Mildred Miles [from right], fourth 
grade, Lucy Miles, fifth grade, and Hannah Miles, sixth grade, traveled from Bordentown, where St. Mary School is located, to St. 
Rose Grammar School [SRGS] on Dec. 18 to spread holiday cheer and deliver money to the school, which will help families in the 
school who have been displaced. While at SRGS, they met with each grade, delivering cupcakes, candy canes and handmade cards, 

and met with SRGS Principal Bill Roberts [center]. Photo courtesy ST. ROSE GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Students from St. Mary School, in Bordentown, drove to St. Rose Grammar School [SRGS], here, 
about two weeks ago to deliver a check to the school and spread holiday cheer. 

Mary Miles, of Bordentown, who graduated from St. Rose High School in 1988, said when Hurricane Sandy hit 
the Jersey Shore, St. Mary School wanted to help the Shore community. The school, where her children 
attended, chose to help SRGS since they are sister diocese schools, Ms. Miles said. 

“All of our kids at St. Mary’s have some type of relationship to the Jersey Shore,” Ms. Miles said. 

The school decided to hold a dress down day on Friday, Dec. 14, with all proceeds going to SRGS. They raised 
$313. 

That next Tuesday, on Dec. 18, five children from St. Mary School and Ms. Miles traveled to SRGS to deliver 
the check and candy canes, cupcakes and a handmade card to each grade in SRGS, Ms. Miles said. The five 
children who came were eighth-graders Zachary Schaber and Joe Manetta, as well as Ms. Miles’ three children, 
Hannah, sixth grade, Lucy, fifth grade, and Mildred, fourth grade. 

Hannah said the Jersey Shore is a part of her life since her family goes to Belmar beach in the summer and her 
mother went to St. Rose High School. 

When asked if she thought she made an impact by coming to SRGS, Hannah said “definitely,” since their visit 
put a smile on students’ faces. 



Mildred, Hannah’s younger sister, also said she likes putting smiles on peoples’ faces as it is a way to put “faith 
into action.” 

“It’s important to help other people because you want everyone to feel good,” she said. “You don’t want people 
to be sad or think that you’re mean.” 

Bill Roberts, SRGS principal, said the school is grateful St. Mary School took the time and effort to help St. 
Rose families. 

According to Mr. Roberts, 100 percent of the money donated from St. Mary School will go into the SRGS 
Hurricane Sandy Relief Fund, which is dedicated to helping SRGS families who have been displaced by the 
storm. Mr. Roberts said at least 14 or 15 families have been displaced, some of whom have already returned to 
their homes.  

	  


