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Holds 99th town hall meeting in Belmar 

 

Gov. Chris Christie [from left] held his 99th town hall in Belmar last week, where he was joined by New Jersey Department of 
Environmental Protection Commissioner Bob Martin and Sophie Wier, 8, of Belmar, who asked for his autograph. Photo by RYAN 

MAYER, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Gov. Chris Christie held his first town hall meeting since Hurricane Sandy hit nearly two months 
ago in the borough, here, last week, where he discussed recovery efforts after the storm and answered an array 
of questions from those in attendance. 

It was Gov. Christie’s 99th town hall meeting since he took office. 

The meeting opened up with a slideshow, depicting the devastation left behind by Hurricane Sandy, as well as 
the first responders and countless volunteers who stepped up in the days following the hurricane. 

The governor then addressed the packed borough hall gymnasium by first acknowledging Belmar Mayor Matt 
Doherty for his “great work” and his friendship. He also recognized the efforts of the Belmar Water Rescue 
Team, which made more than 200 rescues during and after Hurricane Sandy. 

He then moved to talking about the destruction in New Jersey that ensued as a result of Hurricane Sandy. 

In total, 346,000 homes were damaged or destroyed. More than 2.7 million households and businesses, as well 
as more than 1,000 schools, were without power. 

More than 116,000 people were under mandatory evacuation orders and were displaced either prior to or during 
the height of the storm, and almost 600 roads were partially or fully closed. 

At the height of the state’s sheltering effort, there were 127 shelters, housing more than 7,000 people. More than 
1 million pounds of food and nearly 5 million meals and snacks were served by the American Red Cross, 
Salvation Army, Community FoodBank of New Jersey and Southern Baptist Convention. 

All New Jersey schools were closed for at least two days, with many of them closed for much longer. 



There was a system-wide disruption to mass transit throughout the state, as well as widespread damage to 
personal property, businesses, transportation and utility infrastructure. There was an impact on the state’s 
tourism industry, and mitigation and prevention cost totaled $36.9 billion. 

“We woke up that Tuesday morning and that’s what we were facing as a state,” Gov. Christie said. “The worst 
storm that’s ever hit this state in its history.” 

With the storm over, Gov. Christie concluded the first step had been accomplished: protecting citizens’ lives. 
This, he said, is the first job of the government.  

About 40 people died in New Jersey as a result of the storm.  

The next step, he said, was to return life to normalcy for those areas least affected by the storm. 

Gov. Christie defined “return to normalcy” as restoring power, reopening gas stations and schools, making sure 
there was clean water to drink and making sure the waste-water system worked. In addition, he said, the 
government had to ensure transportation was up and running again. 

Within the first week after the storm, about 50 percent of the state was back to normal, and by about 11 days 
after, around 90 percent was returned to normalcy, Gov. Christie said. 

The next stage, which he said the state is still in and will be the longest one, is dealing with the hardest hit areas. 
Gov. Christie said this will be the longest step, in part, because it is out of the state’s control as the state must 
rely on federal entities to help with the recovery. 

Congress is currently debating a $60.4 billion recovery bill, which would provide aid for New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut, the governor said.  

“I’m counting on the fact that our congressional delegation and the leaders of Congress ... don’t forget that 
people are suffering,” he said. “They can return to bickering as soon as they get done with the business that is 
the first responsibility of government, which is protecting the lives and property of its citizens.”  

Gov. Christie said the recovery bill needs to be passed before the new year so the state can go into 2013 
knowing it has the money it needs to rebuild. 

“If we get the money we’ve asked for, I am confident we’re going to be able to do it,” he said. 

As of yesterday, the $60.4 billion recovery package was not voted on by Congress, but is expected to be voted 
on sometime in the near future.  

Congress is expected to resume today.  

“The last part is you,” Gov. Christie said, noting people must advocate for themselves and be patient, as 
everything will not be rebuilt overnight. “You have to be a participant, too.” 

He continued, “There comes a time in these crises where people have to turn a corner from saying, ‘How are 
you going to take care of me?’ to, ‘How are we going to take care of each other?’” 

To rebuild, the governor said, politics must be put aside, as ideas will be either good or bad ones — they will 
not be Democratic, Republican or Independent. 



“I’m going to work with and praise anybody who wants to work with me and who does work worthy of praise,” 
Gov. Christie said, “and I will criticize anybody who is getting in my way to rebuild my state. But it will be 
done without regard to party.” 

The governor concluded his opening remarks by talking about the journey the state has ahead. 

“None of the journeys that are worth anything in life come easily,” Gov. Christie said. “Things that are really 
worthwhile come through great effort, and that’s what we’re going to need to do together.” 

He said the Federal Emergency Management Agency [FEMA] asked the governor, given all the destruction that 
took place, why there is a lower percentage of people in need of long-term temporary housing in this state than 
in a normal disaster like this. 

The governor said he knew why: because New Jersey is inhabited by generations of families who would never 
let loved ones live in temporary housing if they could help it. 

“The conscience and the spirit and the soul of this state is in our families, and that’s why we stay here,” Gov. 
Christie said. 

Families, friends and neighbors have taken in those who have been displaced, knowing that if circumstances 
were reversed, they would do the same for them, he said.  

“That’s the spirit of this state. And for those of us who have lived here all of our lives, it comes as no great 
shock, but as a source of great comfort and pride that we have those type of people,” Gov. Christie said. 

He continued, “That’s who we are. That’s who our state is. And that is why I have such extraordinary 
confidence in the fact that we’re going to be able to overcome these challenges and to triumph.” 

CHRISTIE: ODD-EVEN GAS DAYS SHOULD HAVE COME SOONER 

After Gov. Christie gave his opening remarks, he opened the floor for questions. More than 20 people asked 
questions, with some asking to shake the governor’s hand or get his autograph or a picture with him. The 
governor was amenable to these requests.  

Belmar Elementary School eighth-grader Fiona Gerner-Mahoney asked the governor if he would have done 
anything different when reacting to the storm.  

Gov. Christie said he has not yet had the “luxury of time” to thoroughly think about what he would have done 
differently, but three things came to mind. 

He would have implemented the odd-even gas rule more quickly, would have been tougher in his evacuation 
orders and would have expanded the number of people in his cabinet room sooner, the governor said.  

“There’s probably 300 [things he would have done differently] if I took the time to sit back and think about it,” 
Gov. Christie said. “I’ll have time to do that hopefully six or eight months from now, before the next hurricane 
season, but not yet.”  

SCHOOL SAFETY UNDER REVIEW AT STATE LEVEL 



A young boy from Long Branch said he had a question about the Sandy Hook Elementary School shooting that 
took place in Connecticut earlier this month, and whether New Jersey has plans to “bulk up” school security in 
the wake of the tragedy. 

Gov. Christie said the commissioner of education, Chris Cerf, is in the process of reviewing safety and security 
measures with superintendents throughout the state, and if things need to be changed, they will be. 

But, the governor said he felt children and parents in New Jersey should feel “relatively safe and secure” about 
school. 

“One thing that we can never completely stop is when bad people want to do bad things,” he said.  

The governor said an armed guard will not be placed outside every classroom, and they should not be as it 
would not be right or cost effective and would not create an “atmosphere of learning.”  

What people should be looking at are three different aspects that cause tragedies like this: gun control, mental 
health and the stigma attached to it, and violence in the media and video games, Gov. Christie said. 

The governor said New Jersey has some of the strictest gun laws in the country. 

“But if all we do is focus on gun control laws, we’re going to miss part of the picture,” he said.  

To look at the whole picture, one must also look at the other contributing factors, like mental health, which the 
governor said has a stigma attached to it that needs to be removed.  

“Mental health problems are a disease just like cancer,” he said. “Nobody’s every ashamed to go to the doctor 
to get their cancer treatment, but lots of people are ashamed to go get mental health problems dealt with because 
we as a society still put a stigma on that.”  

The last factor, Gov. Christie said, is addressing violence in the media and video games, which desensitizes 
people. 

“If we focus on just one of them ... we’re going to miss the bigger picture, in my opinion,” Gov. Christie said.  

This discussion should take place for those who lost their lives in the shooting, the governor said. 

“We believe our children are supposed to be there at the end of our lives to see us off,” Gov. Christie said, 
noting the loss a child is “unnatural.” 

“We’re not supposed to be seeing them off,” he said. 

The governor warned that if a discussion does not take place on this matter, “we’re bound to repeat history.” 

GOVERNOR ‘SKEPTICAL’ ABOUT FREE BEACH ACCESS FOR AID 

Mike Seebeck, of Belmar, asked Gov. Christie his thoughts on legislation Sen. Stephen Sweeney [D-3] has co-
sponsored that would require municipalities to provide free access to their beaches if they receive federal money 
to restore those beaches. 



“I am skeptical about this kind of legislation,” Gov. Christie said [see related story]. While the governor said he 
would be “happy” to look at the legislation, he would do so with the input of those that it would affect most — 
those charged with cleaning and maintaining beaches. 

To conclude his speech, Gov. Christie looked into the future. 

“We owe it to our children and grandchildren to be able to leave them a better place in this state than we found 
it,” Gov. Christie said.  

This needs to be done by working together, he said, and by doing that, “we are going to rebuild a better state 
than we had before and we are going to do what we did during the storm, which is set an example for our entire 
country about what a strong, gritty, tough group of people who treat each other like family can accomplish 
together when they put politics and partisanship and self interest aside, and put the interests of their neighbors 
and their friends and each other first.” 

Gov. Christie is expected to return to Belmar for the ribbon cutting of the new boardwalk on Memorial Day 
weekend. 

	  


