
The Coast Star (12/27/2012): Friendly Sons of the 
Shillelagh, Santa deliver toys to children 

Bring toys to Jersey Shore University Medical Center’s pediatric unit 

 

Santa Claus, a good friend of Belmar resident Mark Quirk, who is a member of the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh [FSOS], and 
Santa’s helpers, Taylor Kelly, 15, of Wall Township, and FSOS member Billy Clohosey, of Shark River Hills, took time from their busy 

schedule to visit children in the pediatric unit of Jersey Shore University Medical Center, in Neptune, on Dec. 23. The toys were 
collected by the FSOS. Vincent Palladino, 8, of Little Egg Harbor, who is in the hospital for a rare neurological disorder, was one of 

those children who received a toy from Santa. He was given a toy helicopter. Photo by Haley Behre, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Santa Claus and two of his helpers took a break the day before the big day, Christmas Eve, to 
deliver presents the Friendly Sons of the Shillelagh [FSOS], here, gathered to the children at Jersey Shore 
University Medical Center’s pediatric unit in Neptune. 

For the past 15 years or so, the FSOS have collected toys from the local community to donate to various causes, 
such as The Boys and Girls Club of Monmouth County, Belmar Department of Social Services and the Pediatric 
Intensive Care Unit at Jersey Shore University Medical Center. This year, in addition to those places, the FSOS 
also collected toys for the children in the local community who had been affected by Hurricane Sandy. 

According to Brendan Dolan, of Spring Lake Heights and a FSOS member, this year the organization collected 
about 100 boxes, or one 53-foot tractor trailer full, of toys for the different organizations. 

And on Sunday, Dec. 23, FSOS members, accompanied by Santa Claus, a good friend of Belmar resident Mark 
Quirk, and Santa’s helpers, Taylor Kelly, 15, of Wall, and Billy Clohosey, of Shark River Hills, delivered and 
distributed about 25 boxes full of toys. Mr. Quirk and Mr. Clohosey are both FSOS members. 

When asked how he had the time to hand-deliver presents the day before Christmas Eve, Santa Claus said he 
has a great scheduler who always makes time for the FSOS. 

Mr. Quirk said the FSOS took the children at the JSUMC pediatric unit “under our wing” and adopted the 
whole floor about 15 years ago. 



“I think it gives them a little hope and gives them something to believe in, as it does for adults, too,” he said 
about what he thinks it does for the children who receive these presents. 

He continued, “With everything going on in the world, we need a little smile, a little happiness,” and delivering 
these toys with the help of Santa Claus adds to the spirit of Christmas and the idea of giving back. 

Vincent Palladino, 8, of Little Egg Harbor, was one of the children who received a present. Vincent has Sturge-
Weber syndrome, which is a rare neurological disorder that causes seizures, paralysis or weakness on one side, 
learning disabilities and a port-wine stain, which is a birthmark that is a reddish-purplish discoloration of the 
skin, according to the United States National Library of Medicine. 

“[Santa] was nice,” Vincent said. 

Christie Palladino, Vincent’s mother, said “it’s amazing for [the children], especially now when they need the 
boost.”  

Shayna DiChiara, of Brick, who is the mother of Christopher, 4, agreed. Christopher was in the hospital for a 
stomach virus.  

What the FSOS is doing is “great, especially around Christmas. It really lifts up the kids,” she said. “No kids 
want to be in the hospital for Christmas.” 

	  


