
The Coast Star (12/27/2012): Belmar Elementary 
students kick off winter break challenge 

Line hallway of school for 15 minutes of reading 

 

Students from Belmar Elementary School lined the hallways on Dec. 20, reading a book of their choosing for Read Every Day [RED] 
day. RED day kicked off the school’s winter break challenge, which is 15 minutes of close, in-depth reading every day school is on 

break. Photo by Haley Behre, STAR NEWS GROUP 

By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary students lined the hallway on Dec. 20, reading a book of their choosing for 
Read Every Day [R.E.D.] day.  

For 15 minutes the students lined the hallways, some dressed in red for the occasion, for collective silent 
reading. This kicked off the school’s winter break challenge. 

Kindergartner Daren Chen, 5, said he likes to look at the pictures as he reads because the pictures look “cool, 
weird or silly.” Daren is the son of Lake Como Councilman Jared Cohen.  

When asked about the importance of reading, Daren said “we’re studying every time we read.”  

Corey Vacca-Callahan, 5, also said he likes to read. Corey is a kindergartner in the school.  

Reading books about bald eagles, insects and frogs is what Corey specifically likes to read, he said, because he 
likes “things” that are a part of nature. 

He said he “enjoys” reading because he wants to get to a higher level. Corey is referring to a school-wide 
initiative that enables students to advance to different reading levels as they get better at it. The different 
reading levels are based on a points system. 

R.E.D. is an initiative adopted by Belmar Elementary School [BES] from a live web chat the school’s fourth-
grade class had with singer Taylor Swift in October, said Lisa Hannah, assistant principal and director of 
curriculum. Ms. Swift teamed up with Scholastic, and by converting the name of her Red album into the 
acronym reading every day, she promoted education and reading, she said.  



The initiative is also a part of Action 100, a program from the American Reading Company that the school uses. 
Action 100 is a 12-step program that enables schools to monitor and help transform students into proficient 
readers by holding them accountable.  

The winter break challenge is a way for the students to continue Action 100 while on break. 

Those students who complete the 13 steps of the winter break challenge, which is 15 minutes of close, in-depth 
reading every day that is observed by an adult, will participate in an outdoor activity once they return to school, 
Ms. Hannah said, noting an adult must sign the reading log each day. The 13 steps in the challenge stand for the 
days the students have off, she said.  

“We believe the best way to provide incentive for children is not through materialist things, but through 
physical activity,” Ms. Hannah said.  

Ms. Hannah also said she knows many of the students will “rise above and beyond” the winter break challenge.  

	  


