
The Coast Star (12/27/2012): Route 71 bridge 
reopens early, businesses hope for better sales 

Bridge reopened last week, 12 days earlier than expected 
By Haley Behre 

BELMAR — The Route 71 bridge reopened last week, with business owners in town hoping the reopening 
would help boost sales.  

In the wake of Hurricane Sandy, the New Jersey Department of Transportation [NJDOT] closed the Route 71 
bridge to repair the damage sustained from the storm. NJDOT estimated the bridge would remain closed for 60 
days. However, it was able to repair the damage in 48 days. 

While business owners were happy the bridge reopened just shy of one week before Christmas, business owners 
had mixed feelings about how much the bridge closure affected their businesses.  

Jaimie Hardell, owner of JLynn’s Boutique, located at 1004 Main St., said the fact the bridge opened about one 
week before Christmas could have been a benefit, since having the bridge closed brings less people to Main 
Street. 

When asked if the bridge closure affected her business, Ms. Hardell said she is unsure as people come into 
Belmar on 10th Avenue and JLynn’s Boutique is located near there. 

 “I would assume [having the bridge closed] did affect [me] a little,” she said. But it “could be a number of 
factors, though,” like the impact of Hurricane Sandy.  

Sharon Sanford, owner of Paperback Exchange, located at 701 1/2 Pyanoe Plaza, said she is hoping the bridge 
reopening will help business, although she is not relying on it. 

“I’ve been in this store almost three and one-half years and I would say a good two of that, that bridge has been 
closed for one reason or another,” she said. “Frankly, I’m not counting on it staying open.” 

Sherry Michaels, owner of Sunsation, said “of course” she is happy the bridge reopened, as it brings in a lot 
more drive-by traffic and makes it more convenient for locals going town to town. 

“It’s kind of opening the doors to something new,” she said. 

Ms. Michaels said she hopes to see an increase in sales since the bridge reopened. She also said she “naturally 
assumes” the bridge closure affected business. 

However, she could not definitively say less business was due to the bridge closure. 

“There are less people overall this year,” Ms. Michaels said, which could be attributed to people’s finances and 
Hurricane Sandy, as well as other circumstances.  

“But I’m also feeling like people are more last minute this year than ever,” she said, noting stores were getting 
busier closer to Christmas.  



Jacqueline Klein-Leon, manager of Klein’s Fish Market, Waterside Cafe, Grill Room and Sushi Bar, said the 
bridge closure definitely affected business as the restaurant has a lot of older clientele who use the Route 71 
bridge. Klein’s is located at the corner of Main Street and River Road, right next to the Route 71 bridge. 

“With [Hurricane Sandy] and the bridge closed, our business compared to last year [at this time] hasn’t been 
good at all,” she said.  

Now the bridge is open, she said on Friday that business has remained the same — not as good. 

She said this could be because “news hasn’t gotten out yet” about the bridge reopening. 

	  


