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Friends of Belmar Harbor hope to reopen by
summer
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Friends of Belmar Harbor [FOBH] may be down,
but they are not out.

For the past 13 years, FOBH has been a community sailing
nonprofit organization, offering various instructional sailing
programs and camps.

The FOBH is “fulfilling a need that isn’t there,” said Roy
Childers, Belmar resident and FOBH board member.

Mr. Childers said while people in the community may live close
to the water, a lot of people do not have access to it other
than walking to the beach.

That is where the FOBH comes in as it provides people with
access to the water through sailing, as well as helps make the
community more aware of the natural resources.

Since its inception, FOBH has grown from 10 to 12 children to
about 400, Mr. Childers said.

“It’s really grown tremendously,” he said.

However, that momentum has slowed down as the FOBH was
closed this past summer due to damage from Hurricane Sandy.

“We lost real momentum,” Mr. Childers said. “I would say that’s the biggest thing we
lost.”

Hurricane Sandy “tossed around our facility pretty bad,” causing minor damage to the
FOBH boats, tearing off the tent’s roof and damaging the docks, he said.

But the “greatest” damage was done to the surrounding area, Maclearie Park, Mr.
Childers said.

Maclearie Park sustained damage to its playground, tennis court, docks and walkway.

Maclearie Park and the area in which FOBH operates are both owned by Belmar.

Because Belmar sustained a lot of damage, Maclearie Park has yet to be fully rehabilitated, which resulted in
FOBH remaining closed this past summer.

“In their defense, I think they want to try and do it right” by applying for grants to renovating the whole park
area, including the FOBH area, Mr. Childers said.

Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, said thus far, half of the walkway that existed has been repaired, the
debris and dead pants have been cleaned up and new mulch has been brought in for the playground to bring it
up to safety standards. Also, she said, the benches that were destroyed are being replaced.
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Friends of Belmar Harbor [FOBH], a community
sailing nonprofit organization, has been out of
commission since Hurricane Sandy hit. The
FOBH is currently waiting for Belmar, which
owns the area the FOBH operates on, to
rehabilitate the area so the friends can reopen,
which will hopefully happen by summer 2014.
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According to Ms. Connolly, the borough has submitted a project worksheet for $217,565 with the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, and is currently pursuing a $6.9 million grant for the rehabilitation of
Maclearie Park through the state Economic Development Authority [EDA]. The rehabilitation would include the
FOBH area.

The borough submitted the application for the EDA grant about one month ago and is hoping to hear back soon,
Ms. Connolly said.

“[Belmar] did a good job trying to balance what they could and, you know, get back open,” Mr. Childers said.

Mr. Childers also said he wished the FOBH was a “higher priority” for the borough, but believes “they probably
wish they had more time to make us a priority, too.”

“They had other things to deal with. I understand that,” he said, but he is “encouraged we’re back on Belmar’s
radar.”

According to Mr. Childers, there is a “real possibility” that the FOBH will be open summer 2014.

If the FOBH owned the property, Mr. Childers said they could go about renovating it differently, but since it is
borough property the FOBH is “tied to their schedule and their remedy.”

“They’re thinking of millions and millions to do all of Maclearie Park,” he said, while the FOBH needs their
“little corner done.”

The silver lining to this experience, Mr. Childers said, is that there is a renewed interest in helping out the
FOBH.

“You don’t know what you have til you lose it,” he said, and since the storm, people have reached out asking
when the FOBH is reopening and how they can help.

Reflecting on the FOBH’s experience since Sandy, Mr. Childers said they are looking to sit down with borough
officials and reexamine their relationship “to figure out if there’s a better way to do this so the town is not
burdened.” One way to do that, he said, is by possibly amending the current agreement to include that the
FOBH will be responsible to maintain the area they use.

The current agreement states that the FOBH will maintain their operation, but the borough will maintain the
grounds its on, according to Mr. Childers.

Mayor Matt Doherty said the FOBH is a “great asset for the town.”

“It’s unfortunate that since Sandy they’ve been in a tough spot,” and the mayor hopes they are able to “revive
itself,” he said, noting the borough and FOBH have had a good relationship.

He also said the borough offered the FOBH dock space this past summer, but they did not end up utilizing the
space.

Mr. Childers said no one on the board was ever informed about that offer.

Mr. Childers said the FOBH is also looking at the possibility of building a one-story building, complete with an
open covered area and classrooms. He said it could be a good time to look into doing this because of all the
renovations.

“We want it really to be a community use building, not just us,” he said.

Over the years, the FOBH has been raising funds for the $600,000 building, Mr. Childers said, noting the FOBH
would be paying for the building. Thus far, the FOBH has raised about one-third of the cost.

The FOBH is looking to hold some fundraisers in the upcoming months, although no dates have been scheduled,
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yet.

Those interested in helping the FOBH can visit their website, www.fobhnj.org/.
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