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Former resident to discuss photo book of
Springsteen
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — For the past 32 years, Debra Rothenberg, of New York, has been photographing Bruce Springsteen,
and this Saturday, she will be returning to the place that inspired some of his music.

Ms. Rothenberg, formerly of Belmar, will be holding a book signing for her photobook “Bruce Springsteen in
Focus 1980-2012” on Dec. 7 at the Belmar Public Library, located on the corner of 10th Avenue and E Street,
both of which have a significant meaning to Bruce Springsteen.

“Bruce Springsteen in Focus 1980-2012” is a collection of photographs Ms. Rothenberg has taken of the artist
over the years, “starting as a fan and then turning pro,” she said.

Ms. Rothenberg, who became a fan of Mr. Springsteen in high school, always wanted to be a photographer.

While she earned a bachelor of Fine Arts degree in Photographic Illustration/Photojournalism from Rochester
Institute of Technology, Ms. Rothenberg said she really learned about photography at The Stone Pony, in Asbury
Park. Ms. Rothenberg said she used to be at The Stone Pony every night they were open, taking pictures of the
bands.

The Stone Pony is where Mr. Springsteen began his music career.

Since 1984, Ms. Rothenberg has been a professional photographer with clips ranging
from concerts to celebrities to weddings, and everything in between.

Her portfolio includes thousands of photographs of Mr. Springsteen, she said.

Now, more than three decades later, Ms. Rothenberg has compiled her photographs of
Mr. Springsteen into one book.

“The book is my tribute to Mr Springsteen and all the music fans and musicians,
especially those in Asbury Park,” she said.

Ms. Rothenberg said there are many stories behind the photographs, with her favorite being the cover photo.

It was taken on Feb. 15, 1988. Ms. Rothenberg was driving on Main Street in Bradley Beach toward Asbury Park,
without her camera, when she saw a 1957 Ford that Mr. Springsteen was driving, Ms. Rothenberg said.

She rushed home to get her camera and call two friends, but by the time she got to the beach in Bradley
Beach, where Mr. Springsteen was headed, he was not there, she said.

So, she went about her day, parking outside Wonder Bar in Asbury Park to attend a boat show that was in town,
like she had intended, when she saw the 1957 Ford come down the street.

Mr. Springsteen was there to shoot the video for “One Step Up,” Ms. Rothenberg said.

On that day, she took two photographs: a photo of him outside the Wonder Bar and a photo of him at the video
shoot dressed up as an old man, she said. Both photos appear in “Bruce Springsteen in Focus 1980-2012.”

Since then, Ms. Rothenberg said she has never left her camera behind.

Ms. Rothenberg will be in Belmar on Saturday, Dec. 7 for a book signing, to show various pictures she has taken
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and to tell the stories behind some of her photographs.

The free event begins at 11 a.m. at the Belmar Public Library, 517 10th Ave.
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