
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

Home > News > Belmar

First Presbyterian Church announces spring
concerts
Donations will help continue the church’s restoration efforts
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The First Presbyterian Church, located on Ninth Avenue, has announced their spring concerts for
2014, which will not only provide a good time but will also be a time to give back.

As a result of Hurricane Sandy, the First Presbyterian Church sustained about $500,000 in damages.

The first floor, which is home to the church’s social room, kitchen, classrooms, storage areas and boiler room,
were all destroyed. Outside, the church’s air conditioning units sat under water and were damaged and some of
the church’s roof was also damaged.

According to Nancy Steel, office manager, the elevator, kitchen and all the classrooms still need to be repaired.

To help offset the cost of damages, the church’s annual spring concert series last year served as a fundraiser—
an idea that will carry into this year’s concert series.

“Although the music is not always just Christian music, it’s a fellowship opportunity
that’s wonderful for the community and our congregation,” with donations helping to
repair the church, Ms. Steel said.

To kick off this year’s concert series, Timothy Broege, the church’s director of music,
will be performing a mini keyboard festival.

The concert is slated for Sunday, Feb. 23.

Mr. Broege's program, which will be in three parts, will begin with organ music by
Francois Couperin, Dieterich Buxtehude and Adolphus Hailstork, followed with

harpsichord music by Henry Purcell, Mr. Couperin and Domenico Scarlatti and conclude with piano music by
Ludwig van Beethoven, Federico Mompou, Scott Joplin and Mr. Broege’s own work. The featured instruments
will be the excellent Gilbert Adams pipe organ in the church sanctuary, a Roland digital harpsichord with
historical tunings, and the church's fine Yamaha grand piano.

Then, on Sunday, March 23, Akiko Kobayashi, a violinist, is slated to perform.

Ms. Kobayaski studied at Yale University, earning a combined biology and music degree, and the Manhattan
School of Music. She has appeared at music festivals in both North America and Europe and with orchestras
including the Pittsburgh Symphony and the Tokyo Suginami Kokaido Chamber Orchestra.

“Those who attended her concert in April 2012 will remember her beautiful tone, breathtaking virtuosity and
charming personality,” Mr. Broege said. “We are pleased to have her with us again this year.”

On Sunday, April 27, Carlos Barbosa-Lima and Larry Del Casale, who are both guitarists, are set to perform.

A long-time masterful interpreter of melodic music, Mr. Barbosa-Lima brings taste and feeling to a wide range
of music — from Johann Sebastian Bach to George Gershwin, from Antonio Carlos Jobim to Claude Debussy. He
began studying guitar at the age of 7 with teachers that included the legendary Andres Segovia.

Mr. Del Casale is mainly known as Maestro Barbosa-Lima's duo partner. Together, Mr. Barbosa-Lima and Mr. Del
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Casale have appeared at Carnegie Hall and in concert in France, Italy and Germany.

The concert series will wrap up with a Mother’s Day Concert on Sunday, May 11.

Kean Preparatory Symphony Orchestra will be performing, with Dorothy Sobieski as conductor.

Based in Toms River, these accomplished string players rehearse together on a weekly basis. Their repertoire
includes masterpieces by well-known classical and contemporary composers.

All concerts begin at 3 p.m. The concert is free, but a free-will offering will go to support the church’s
restoration.
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