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Eighth-graders participate in recent Model
UN Conference
Honored for their work during recent board of education meeting
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar Elementary School [BES] eighth-graders got a taste of what it would be like to be a member
of the United Nations when they, along with other sending district students, participated in the Manasquan High
School Model UN Conference recently.

The Model UN was held at Manasquan High School in mid-January with sixth- through eighth-graders
participating from the majority of the Manasquan High School sending districts.

The conference was based on similar competitions that local high school students have participated in, which
asked students to solve one or two worldwide issues. The students were asked to find those solutions through
the mindset of whichever country they were representing.

The issue they had to solve: find a solution on how people across the world will continue to have access to
food and water as the world population continues to increase.

Prior to the competition, students were given the problems and were required to write a position paper on how
their respective country would work to find a solution, according to Jim Fagen, conference coordinator and
high school history teacher.

“They did excellent,” Mr. Fagen said. “It was a pretty tough topic.”

Jeff Ramsey, BES middle school social studies teacher, said eight of the eighth-graders
participated in the Model UN from BES. Each volunteered to take part in this extra-
curricular activity.

Eighth-graders Jeanne Chalice Richert, Elizabeth Colyer, Carleigh Dalton, Marc
Garguilo, Lara Graney, Steven Knight, Lambros Komitas and Michael Provenzano
participated.

Those students broke into three groups, representing Vietnam, China and the
Dominican Republic at the Model UN.

For two months, the students researched their country to come up with possible solutions to the problem posed
before them.

Then, in mid-January all the students gathered at the high school to present their possible solutions.

“I thought they did great,” Mr. Ramsey said, adding that each student was prepared and each comment was
thought out.

Carleigh and Michael claimed the title of best position paper — the only award of the evening — during the
conference. They worked together on their position paper, representing the Dominican Republic.

To honor those who participated, Mr. Ramsey presented certificates to each student during a recent board of
education meeting.

Lara said through this experience she “got a better understanding of how governments of different countries
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work together to solve problems. It also made me think in a different way, considering all sides of the problem
in different nations and collaborating with other students. 

“My favorite part was succeeding in getting my country the help that it needed,” Lara said. “It felt really good
after spending so much time researching Vietnam to get results out of it. That was very satisfying.”

Another Model UN Conference is expected to take place this spring.
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