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St. Patrick’s Day Parade to return on
Sunday, March 2
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Belmar and Lake Como will soon be decked out in everything Irish for the 41st annual Belmar-Lake
Como St. Patrick’s Day Parade.

The parade, which has become a staple event in the area, has grown over the years, from a small parade to
one that sees more than one dozen floats, hundreds of marchers and tens of thousands of spectators.

In 1974, the inaugural St. Patrick’s Day Parade was held on the streets of Belmar and South Belmar, now Lake
Como, with several hundred people attending.

Now, 41 years later, people from all over the state and eastern seaboard line Main Street in Belmar and Lake
Como to see the parade that now is home to thousands of marchers, over one dozen floats and pipe bands and
several high school bands.

“The parade is going to be another big parade,” said Chip Cavanagh, the parade chairman.

The parade is important, Mr. Cavanagh said, because it spreads “the Irish culture a
little bit and gives everyone a nice parade to enjoy and forget about winter.”

FUNDRAISERS

From now until parade day, which is March 2, the committee will be hosting
fundraisers and activities.

These fundraisers include:

Sunday, Feb. 16 at Boathouse Bar & Grill, Main Street and 15th Avenue in Belmar from
2 to 6 p.m.; and Sunday, Feb. 23 at 507 Main in Belmar from 2 to 6 p.m.

All fundraisers have a $10 donation and include a hot and cold buffet and live entertainment.

EVENING OF IRISH CULTURE

Two days prior to the parade, on Feb. 28, the St. Patrick’s Day Parade committee is hosting the 4th annual
Evening of Irish Culture.

This year’s theme is “Irish Heroes of the Civil War.”

Since the country is in the midst of celebrating the 150th anniversary of the Civil War [1861-1865], which Fran
Griffin, event coordinator, said the Irish Brigade played a “significant role in,” they thought it would be the
“ideal time to do this topic.”

It was also the 150th anniversary of the Battle of Gettysburg [July 1863] recently.

The event, slated for Feb. 28, will take place at the Waterview Pavilion, Highway 35 in Belmar from 6:30-10:30
p.m.

Tickets, which must be purchased in advance through Feb. 17, cost $65 and includes cocktail hour, and a four
course dinner and open bar.
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At the event, the Irish Volunteer, David Kincaid, will share stories of the Irish Brigade and perform their music
in authentic Civil War uniform. There will also be Irish step dancers and music by Paddy and the Pale Boys!

The evening will be “entertaining as well as historically interesting,” Ms. Griffin said.

Groups wishing to sit together are kindly requested to purchase tickets together.

To order tickets go to www.belmarparade.com. For questions contact IrishCultureEvent@gmail.com.

GRAND MARSHAL & DEPUTY GRAND MARSHAL

On March 1, the day prior to the parade, the grand Marshal and deputy grand marshal of the parade will be
sworn in. The Investiture Mass will take place at St. Rose Church in Belmar at 10 a.m.

This year’s grand marshal is John Sheridan, of Monroe Township, and the deputy grand marshal is Mary Keaney,
of Brick Township.

Mr. Sheridan said he is “embarrassed” and “excited” to be this year’s grand marshal.

“I’m very excited and honored” to be the grand marshal, he said. “It’s a tremendous honor. I have huge shoes
to fill.”

Ms. Keaney said it has been fun being the deputy grand marshal.

“I feel like a celebrity” as everyone is just so kind to her, she said.

“I’m having a wonderful time” and am looking forward to parade day, Ms. Keaney said.

An Investiture Luncheon will immediately follow at Doolan’s Shore Club, Route 71 in Spring Lake Heights. The
luncheon donation is $30. To register fro the luncheon call 732-449-6650.

These events and fundraisers all lead up to the Belmar-Lake Como St. Patrick’s Day Parade, which is slated to
make its way down Main Street on March 2.
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