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Community meeting held for upcoming
Silver Lake project
Expected to begin in April and conclude by July 4
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Residents living near Silver Lake gathered in borough hall on Tuesday evening to hear the latest
update regarding the upcoming project at the lake, as well as to ask any questions they may have regarding the
plan.

Assistant superintendent for the department of public works, Fran Hines, borough administrator Colleen
Connolly, council president Brian Magovern and borough engineer Nick Decotiis were among those at the
community meeting.

The Silver Lake project has been in the works since Hurricane Sandy hit, which caused the lake and ocean to
become one. Many homes flooded as a result.

“Your neighborhoods around Silver Lake suffered like none other in Hurricane Sandy,” Ms. Connolly said.

According to Mr. Decotiis, approximately 0.415 miles or 256 square acres of water from the surrounding area
runs into the lake.

“So anytime we have a massive rain storm, every drop of water that falls in that line
essentially ends up in Silver Lake before it goes out ultimately into the ocean,” he
said.

While this project will not help during a Sandy-like event, it will help during
nor’easters or when there is a lot of rain fall, Mr. Decotiis said.

“It will help for almost every single storm that we’ve had, with the exception of
Sandy,” he said.

Since June 2013, when there was a massive rain event, several things have changed,
Ms. Connolly said.

Those changes include the water table receding, which will “give some additional protection” and the damaged
outfall structure has now been fixed, she said.

THE PROJECT

Currently, there is an outfall system that runs from Silver Lake under Ocean Avenue and out to the ocean.

However, this system has problems as the pipe is old and undersized and since it goes into the ocean, sand
comes into the pipe and clogs it, Mr. Decotiis said.

The current pipe is several sizes, with the smallest section being 18 inches, Mr. Decotiis said.

To remedy that, the borough has come up with a plan to install a new, 48-inch storm drain pipe from Silver
Lake, down A Street, into the Shark River Inlet.

With this new pipe, the borough will have the capability to lower the height of the lake prior to a storm event,
without using pumps, which is the borough’s current method of lowering the lake, he said.
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The pipe will be 12 feet deep in the ground.

In addition to adding the 48-inch pipe, a new drainage system will be installed, Americans with Disabilities Act
[ADA] compliant ramps will be installed at each corner of each intersection and the streets along the path will
be paved, Mr. Decotiis said. All work will be done on A Street from Silver Lake to the Shark River Inlet.

P&A Construction, of Colonia, will be doing the project for $1.2 million.

During construction, which will begin in April, A Street will be closed on a rolling basis, he said.

A Street will be closed in two-block increments, beginning near the inlet and ending at Silver Lake. The work
should be done in approximately three weeks at each increment, Mr. Decotiis said.

Work is expected to conclude by July 4.

Residents will be notified in advance of their street being closed, Ms. Connolly said.

RESIDENTS' QUESTIONS

One resident asked whether the upcoming project will have an impact on the Federal Emergency Management
Agency [FEMA] maps.

Ms. Connolly said FEMA is aware of the project and the borough has had conversations with their floodplain
manager regarding it, but it will not have a “material impact” on the maps.

FEMA recently released the preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps [FIRMs], which supercede the maps released
earlier.

Another resident asked whether it will only be the sidewalks at the intersections impacted by the project or
the walkways, too.

Mr. Decotiis said the sidewalks at the intersections will mostly be effected, but there will be heavy equipment
on the premise so the “chances that something gets broken here or there is pretty high.”

But, Mr. Decotiis said, the company will be responsible for returning everything to its original condition.

One resident asked what would happen during an emergency situation since portions of the road will be closed
during the project.

Mr. Hines, who is also director of emergency medical services in the borough, said they are aware of the issue
and would plan for the closures.

The equipment for the project will be staged in an area that will have the least impact, he said, and when the
roads can be open they will be.

As far as getting an emergency vehicle to a house, Mr. Hines said “that will happen.”

“We’re not going to leave you cold,” he said.

Ms. Connolly added that the borough’s fire, first aid and police departments have taken rides through the area
so the dispatcher will know how to route them.

A resident asked whether the company has a financial incentive to meet the deadline, in which Mr. Decotiis said
there are liquidated damages that go into effect if they are not done by the set completion time.
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