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St. Rose hosts ‘opening ceremony’ to
commemorate 2014 Olympics
During the Olympics, students will
participate in activities of their own
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose Grammar School [SRGS] celebrated the
beginning of the 2014 Sochi Olympics on Thursday, Feb. 6 by
holding a ceremony of their own.

The 22nd Olympic Winter Games is taking place from Feb. 7-23
in Sochi, Russia.

To commemorate the start to the Olympic season, St. Rose
Grammar School passed the torch from class to class with
“Chariots of Fire” playing over the PA system.

The torch is plastic and had colored tissue paper to represent
the flame.

When it reached the pre-K class, the last class in the
procession, the students proceeded to the main lobby with the
torch and flags of countries participating in hand.

The Olympic flame, which was “lit” by the torch, will remain
in the main lobby until the conclusion of the Olympics. The
Olympic flame is operated by an air compressor, which makes
it look like the tissue paper is moving.

“I just tried to think of something that would kind of perk up
everybody’s spirit during these gray
days,” said Sheila Langon, pre-k teacher at the school and the one who coordinated
the event.

And with the Olympics being a “big topic in everyone’s life,” Ms. Langon thought
having an event of their own to coincide with the games could brighten everyone’s
spirit.

During the Olympics, each class at SRGS has activities planned.

These activities include math classes preparing spread sheets to keep track of the
number of medals one; language arts classes researching profiles of well-known Olympians; social studies
classes researching and writing reports on the history of the Olympics and the countries that are participating;
and the art classes are making Olympic crowns and decorations.

In addition, the second-graders are writing acrostic poems on teamwork and writing compositions on their
favorite winter sports and eighth-graders are writing papers on their personal goals going forward.

All students were given a copy of the Olympic medal at the end of the games.
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St. Rose Grammar School celebrated the
opening of the 2014 Olympics with a ceremony
of their own. On Thursday, Feb. 6, a torch was
passed from classroom to classroom before
ending up in the school’s lobby, where it “lit”
the Olympic flame. The Olympic flame will
remain “lit” until the Olympics end. Photo
courtesy TRAVIS J. SEMBLEWSKI
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Ms. Langon said the school will hold a ceremony at the conclusion of the Olympics to extinguish the “flame”
from the Olympic flame.
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