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Formal presentation on ongoing water issue
slated
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — A formal plan is expected to be presented at the Feb. 18 council meeting regarding the ongoing
water issue in town.

For quite some time, residents in town have been experiencing discolored water and town officials have been
trying to remedy the issue to no avail.

According to Mayor Mike Ryan, the water issue affects about 12 to 14 percent of residents.

To begin the process of remedying the issue, the dead ends in the system will soon be eliminated. Dead end
water mains prohibit water to flow continuously through the system.

The borough awarded a contract to Cardinal Contracting Company, in Southampton, to loop the dead end water
mains in town. The contract is for $165,200.

The contract total includes connecting Ripley Lane to Briarwood Terrace and three
hydrants that will be installed, said borough administrator Louise Mekosh.

Looping the dead ends for Woolley Lane to 17th Avenue and for Ripley Lane to Pine 
Terrace have been pulled from the project until the necessary easements are
acquired, she said.

The borough needs to acquire an extension for the easement for Ripley Lane to Pine
Terrace, which Ms. Mekosh said should not be a problem.

There is an existing easement for Ripley Lane to Briarwood Terrace.

The borough is considering using eminent domain in order to acquire the land necessary to complete the
project for the Woolley Lane to 17th Avenue connection as the borough has been trying to acquire the
necessary easement — with no luck— from the property owner for quite some time.

The project is expected to begin when there is “the first break in weather,” Councilman Kevin Higgins said.

Beyond looping the system, the borough is considering several options.

These options include cleaning and lining the pipes or looking to switch to another water company, the
councilman said. The borough could also choose both options, Councilman Higgins said.

The councilman is liaison to the water and sewer committee.

According to Councilman Higgins, cleaning and lining the pipes could cost about $900,000. The councilman said
the pipes will be lined with cement.

He said he was unsure how much switching water companies would cost, but if it were to come to fruition,
Lake Como would hook up to Wall Township.

Wall uses Southeast Monmouth Municipal Utilities Authority [SMMUA] to get their water and has the capability
to feed water to Lake Como.

To do this, Councilman Higgins said there would be a capital project involved because water mains would have
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to be installed under the railroad tracks to attach the borough’s water system to Wall’s.

“Time is of the essence,” Councilman Higgins said.

Some residents have been dealing with the water issue for over one year, the councilman said, and “their level
of frustration is growing — as it should.”

“We need to get moving on this. It’s not going to be fixed next Tuesday, but the sooner we can start putting
these plans in place and the sooner we can start putting the pieces together” the better, he said.

A formal presentation regarding the issue is expected to take place at the Feb. 18 council meeting.
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