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Mayor discusses the borough’s progress 100
days after Sandy
20,000 tons of debris removed, 111,000 cubic yards of sand sifted
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Mayor Matt Doherty took time at the Feb. 6 council meeting to reflect on all that has happened —
and all the progress that has been made — over the last 100 days since Hurricane Sandy swept through the area
on Oct. 29.

The mayor began by “painting a little picture” of the damage the storm created.

“Our town was inundated on Oct. 29,” he said, with water spreading about one-quarter of a mile inland from
the ocean, Silver Lake and Shark River, onto the streets of Belmar. At the peak of the water pump out effort,
the borough had 10 pumps operating, pumping out 60,000 gallons of water a minute out of the streets “and it
still took six days to get the water down.”

Since the hurricane, there has been about 20,000 tons of debris removed from the borough, as well as 111,000
cubic yards of sand sifted and brought back to the beach, Mayor Doherty said. There has also been over 35,750
gallons of hazardous waste material, such as paint and oil, removed, he said.

“It’s been a tremendous effort of both removing the water and all the debris and having our town cleaned up,”
the mayor said.

While the town was being cleaned up, the borough also fed and clothed thousands of
individuals, cleaned out hundreds of basements and made preparations for a brand
new boardwalk, he said.

Due to this effort, the boardwalk construction now has over half of the pilings driven
into the ground, girders have been installed to about half of the boardwalk and the
decking has already been ordered and delivered, Mayor Doherty said, noting the
boardwalk reconstruction is ahead of schedule.

Looking ahead to the summer months, Mayor Doherty said businesses should prepare
for an “outstanding summer based on the numbers we are seeing” as beach badge

sales are up 48 percent over last year.

As of Feb. 6, the borough sold 2,914 badges, compared to the 1,972 badges sold last year during the same time
period.

In addition, the Buy a Board campaign has raised about $430,000, which is a “tremendous” amount of money,
Mayor Doherty said last Wednesday.

The mayor then spoke about one group the borough is still “concerned” about: those that are still displaced,
some without a definitive timeline of when they can move back into their home.

The borough has already completed the gift card program, distributing about $73,000 worth of gift cards to 227
families, Mayor Doherty said.

“So when you look at the recovery effort, the rebuilding and what I believe we’re going to have in store for this
summer, we’re really heading in the right direction,” Mayor Doherty said.
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