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Questions still linger about Belmar’s choice
of AshBritt
Mayor, councilman questioned for connection to company
There are 1 comments on this story. Click to comment.

By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Ever since Belmar decided to use Florida-based AshBritt Inc. and Branchburg-based Ferreira
Construction for Hurricane Sandy debris removal, some have questioned the decisions, claiming Mayor Matt
Doherty’s wife, Maggie Moran, has ties to AshBritt and that Ferreira Construction gave money to Mayor
Doherty’s campaign in 2010.

Late last year, the borough council voted on two resolutions, both 4-0, with Mayor Doherty abstaining from
both.

One resolution had to do with a contract for garbage and debris removal with AshBritt, while the other was a
contract with Ferreira Construction for additional debris removal and hauling.

To date, the mayor has abstained from all resolutions pertaining to the companies.

And although the mayor has abstained from all resolutions pertaining to the two
companies, some have pointed to his wife’s perceived connections to AshBritt and his
perceived allegiance to campaign donor Ferreira Construction as a possible reason
they were chosen.

“We’re paying millions of dollars that other towns didn’t pay for connections and
you’re telling me it’s going to be a political hit,” Belmar resident Mike Seebeck said
at the Wednesday, Feb. 6, council meeting. “I think it’s going to be a financial hit.”

To date, Belmar has paid AshBritt $5.1 million and the borough has also authorized
$1.2 million for Ferreira Construction, with about $850,000 of that money spent and

invoices still coming in, said Colleen Connolly, borough administrator. The work is for the cleanup Ferreira
Construction did prior to AshBritt coming in and the work being done to Silver Lake, she said.

Belmar entered into a contract with Ferreira Construction on Nov. 6, 2012, and entered into a contract with
AshBritt two days later, on Nov. 8, 2012. Ferreira Construction is now a subcontractor for AshBritt in the
borough.

Mrs. Moran is the president and chief executive officer of M Public Affairs, which was retained by Conti Group
to conduct an “education campaign” regarding the state contract with AshBritt that the Christie Administration
implemented, she said, noting AshBritt partnered with Conti Group.

Mrs. Moran said her company does not lobby and she had no involvement with Belmar’s selection of AshBritt for
post-Sandy cleanup.

“I even went so far as to make sure that the Conti folks knew Matt [Doherty] was my husband and I’d be
recused from any discussions on Belmar,” she said, noting M Public Affairs was, in fact, entirely recused from
any discussions regarding Belmar.

The day after Hurricane Sandy, on Oct. 30, New Jersey entered into a state contract with AshBritt for debris
removal.
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According to Jared Moskowitz, general counsel for AshBritt, the state contract had no value, as the value came
from the amount of work performed in individual municipalities. To date, he said, AshBritt has performed more
than $100 million worth of work in the state.

The municipalities could either use the state contract or go out to bid for the debris removal, Mr. Moskowitz
said. Municipalities that chose to use the state contract did not have to go out to bid on the debris removal, he
said.

Belmar chose to use the state-selected company for debris removal, and entered into a contract with AshBritt
on Nov. 8.

Questions have also been raised about Mrs. Moran being copied on an email sent by Ms. Connolly discussing
AshBritt. The email was sent to Mayor Doherty, former borough administrator Bill Young, Mrs. Moran and Laura
Matos, who also works at M Public Affairs.

The email, dated Nov. 7, 2012, stated, verbatim, “Have been in touch with reps from AshBritt and Conti — 1
p.m. Thursday meeting at Boro Hall on the AshBritt contract. [Michael] DuPont has reviewed and 100 percent
comfortable with. Good dudes — eager to help. Copying Laura [Matos] and Maggie as an FYI and cause I’m not
sure who has Matt’s blackberry.”

Mr. DuPont is the borough’s attorney.

Ms. Connolly said she copied Mrs. Moran and Ms. Matos on the email because Mayor Doherty’s phone “went
down” and it was “tough to get in touch with him.”

“I knew I wanted to get word with Matt that I was close to a solution and I copied two people I thought would
be near him,” she said.

When asked why the email was sent to Ms. Matos, Ms. Connolly said she thought Ms. Matos would be with Mayor
Doherty or his wife.

As for Ferreira Construction, Mrs. Moran said the company is a client of M Public Affairs and M Public Affairs
focuses on increasing Ferreira Construction’s opportunities in New York state only.

“No one from this firm had any discussions with anyone from the town on their plans in terms of the clean up,”
she said. “Belmar is where I raise my kids. I do no work in Belmar whatsoever.”

Mayor Doherty acknowledged Ferreira Construction contributed $2,600 to his 2010 campaign, but he did not
choose Ferreira Construction for any work in the borough. Mr. Young, the former borough administrator, did,
and he also chose AshBritt.

Belmar entered into a contract with Ferreira Construction on Nov. 6.

According to Mr. Moskowitz, Ferreira Construction is a subcontractor for AshBritt. He also said AshBritt performs
some of the work itself and subcontracts the rest.

Mayor Doherty said he delegated the responsibility to find companies for several things, one of them being
debris removal, to Mr. Young and Mike Campbell, the director of Belmar’s public works department.

“I told them I would hold them accountable. I couldn’t go back to them to tell them who they could or who
they could not hire based on politics and still expect them to be held accountable,” Mayor Doherty said, noting
he knew he would take a political hit in the future, but that is “simply the price of leadership.”

Mr. Young said Ferreira Construction was chosen because of the work it had done after Hurricane Irene and for
the state Department of Transportation.

Ferreira Construction has a “proven track record and I’d rather use someone like Ferreira than someone I didn’t
know,” Mr. Young said, noting it was a “total coincidence” both Ferreira and AshBritt were chosen.

Star News Group (02.14.13): Questions still linger about Belmar... http://starnewsgroup.com/weekly/2013/02.14.13/questions_st_0...

2 of 4 2/19/13 9:47 PM



“In both instances we were at war and we made the right decisions to win the war,” he said.

While some have questioned Mayor Doherty and his wife’s role in the Ashbritt and Ferreira Construction
selection process, others — including the mayor and his wife — have questioned the actions of Councilman Jim
Bean when it came to approving Ashbritt.

While the mayor abstained from voting on the Ashbritt resolution, Councilman Bean voted yes, when the
company he works for, Stavola Companies, has a contract with AshBritt in Sea Bright.

Stavola was hired by Sea Bright to do debris work for the borough soon after Hurricane Sandy.

On Nov. 12, 2012, Sea Bright awarded an emergency contract to AshBritt.

AshBritt and Stavola Management Company, a division of Stavola Companies, then signed a contract on Dec. 12,
2012, making Stavola a subcontractor for AshBritt.

Councilman Bean, who is a manager of information systems for Stavola Companies, said he was not in conflict
when he voted on the AshBritt contract.

“It is not a conflict if I vote on an AshBritt contract in Belmar, that was already signed by the mayor, then that
AshBritt company, a month later, hired [Stavola Management Company], a division of the parent company I am
employed by, to do subcontracting work in Sea Bright, on an unrelated contract,” the councilman said.

The AshBritt resolution in Belmar was voted on by the council on Nov. 21, 2012, three weeks before the
Ashbritt contract with Stavola was executed.

Councilman Bean continued, “I have no information, responsibility, or input on any bidding or contracting work.
This is obviously a way to take the light off of the mayor and his under-the-table dealings.”

Mr. DuPont said he is “not sure if it matters where the work is being performed. The bottom line is eventually
your employer can potentially benefit.”

So, in order to avoid an appearance of impropriety, one should recuse themselves from the vote, Mr. DuPont
said.

Councilman Bean said there is an ethics investigation pending with the New Jersey Department of Community
Affairs [DCA] over what is and is not a conflict of interest.

The investigation stems from an ordinance that was revoted in the borough in September 2012 that eliminated
the age restriction on the use of accessory dwelling units, which is a habitable space that is not the primary
one. The ordinance was revoted on after it came to light that Councilman Bean had an accessory dwelling unit.

Councilman Bean decided to vote on the ordinance because he believes he did not have a conflict of interest.
The councilman filed the ethics complaint alleging the mayor and borough attorney Michael DuPont used their
position to “unfairly and impermissibly tarnish my reputation” when they put the ordinance up for a revote
since it set the precedent that the councilman did “something” wrong.

Tammori Petty, public information officer for the DCA, said the DCA has “no comment on the ethics matter,”
but will release the information in the future.
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"The AshBritt resolution in Belmar was voted on by the council on Nov. 21, 2012, three weeks before the Ashbritt
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contract with Stavola was executed."

I guess Jim forgot his crystal ball that day.
Report this comment as inappropriate.
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