
A D V E RT I S E M E N T

Home > News > Belmar

Matisse, Burrito Hut released from leases
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Two beachfront businesses have chosen to terminate their leases, and the borough accepted the
lease terminations at the Feb. 6 council meeting with the passage of two resolutions.

The two resolutions were passed unanimously.

Matisse, formerly located at the 13th Avenue pavilion, and the Burrito Hut, located at the 10th Avenue
pavilion, both wrote a letter to the borough, requesting to be released from their respective leases.

Mayor Matt Doherty said these two businesses chose “on their own volition” to terminate their leases.

“We would have preferred if they didn’t,” he said. “But they made their own business decision.”

Dominick Lubrano, owner of the Burrito Hut, said the past two years up at the
beachfront have been “incredible” and that “I didn’t think I was going to like it as
much as I did.” He also owns Lubrano’s Trattoria in Wall.

After the storm, he said, Mayor Matt Doherty “was incredible in not only supporting
the businesses but afterwards making sure everyone is OK.”

When asked why he decided to terminate his lease, Mr. Lubrano said “at that
moment” he decided to terminate his lease because he heard trailers would be used
this summer for the establishments in the pavilion, and trailers are not something he
could run his business out of.

The trailers are being used this upcoming summer because all four pavilions along the beachfront were
demolished after Hurricane Sandy as they sustained substantial damage from the storm. They are not expected
to be rebuilt until summer 2014.

Mr. Lubrano said he has “nothing against Belmar,” and would possibly rebid on the lease once the pavilions are
built “if that’s where I’m at at the time.”

Mary Wall, owner of Matisse, could not be reached for comment.

Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, said the borough intends to go out to bid for the two concession
licenses in the next few weeks.
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