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St. Rose fourth-graders learn about life on
the prairie
Spend a day in the 19th Century, with
games & food from time period
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — St. Rose Grammar School fourth-graders were
transported back in time to the 19th century last Friday during
their “Life on the Prairie Day.”

Over the past month, Karen Sullivan’s fourth-grade class has
been reading “Sarah Plain and Tall” by Patricia MacLachlan, in
which Sarah answers an ad a father put in the paper asking for
a wife for he and his two children, Anna and Caleb.

As a cumulative activity, Ms. Sullivan and her class partook in
“Life on the Prairie Day” on Friday, Feb. 8. The day allowed
students to get a better understanding of what life was like for
children in the 19th century.

The children played popular games, such as find the button
and charades, and ate food from that time period, such as
cornbread, butter milk biscuits and beef jerky. Each child was
also asked to create their own ad, pretending they are a child
in an orphanage looking for a family. The students then
guessed who created each ad.

By doing this cumulative activity, Ms. Sullivan said, the book
will become “more meaningful” to the children as they can
relate to the experiences of the characters. It also makes it a
“more enjoyable” experience for the students, she said.

Emma Comer, 9, of Farmingdale, said she thinks “back then [an ad] might have been
needed because you need someone to do house work, but in this time I think it would
be rude” since men and women both do house work.

Michael Fluhr, 10, of Belmar, agreed.

He said an ad during the 19th century was a “good idea” because traveling by horse
would have taken a while to ask someone if they would be their wife.

“That would be different today,” he said, because it is easier to meet people with
technology such as phones and phone books.

When asked about the cumulative activity, “Life on the Prairie Day,” Emma said it was “cool” to see how they
lived in the 19th century.

Michael said he thought he could live in that time period, although it would be “harder and different” as
people today are used to electronic devices.

Photos
1

St. Rose Grammar School fourth-graders,
including Elena Valiaveedan, 9 [left], Frank
Dinatale, 10, and Lauren Fromhold, 10,
participated in “Life on a Prairie Day” on
Friday, Feb. 8. The day allowed students to get
a better understanding of what life was like for
children in the 19th century, which is when the
book they read “Sarah Plain and Tall” took
place. Photo by Haley Behre, STAR NEWS
GROUP
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“I still think it would be a lot of fun” though, he said.
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