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Town enjoys night of fun, camaraderie at
Mayor’s Ball
George Komitas recognized as this year’s
Citizen of the Year
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The Breakers in Spring Lake was packed last
Saturday evening for the annual Mayor’s Ball.

The event was originally slated for November, but was
postponed until Feb. 9 due to Hurricane Sandy.

“It was great,” Mayor Matt Doherty said, noting the event sold
out with a little under 300 people attending the ball. “The
highlight was George Komitas being awarded the Citizen of the
Year.”

The Mayor’s Ball was not only a time for camaraderie, but also
a time to give back as the event gave money to three causes:
the borough’s relief fund, The Shell Kids and the Belmar
Elementary Parent Teacher Organization [PTO].

Colleen Connolly, borough administrator, said the Mayor’s Ball
will probably be contributing about $20,000 to the borough’s
relief fund, bringing the total amount in the fund to $150,000
[see related story].

The Mayor’s Ball helped The Shell
Kids with their $5,000 goal for the Buy a Board Campaign by purchasing one shell per
guest at the event and by putting a donation box at the event. In total, The Shell Kids
made about $2,000 from the night, bringing them about half way to their goal. The
$5,000 will go toward buying the “Big Kahuna” in the Buy a Board campaign, which is
the biggest board in the campaign.

The Shell Kids is a group of Belmar and Lake Como children, ranging from 5 to 10
years old, who came together to decorate and sell seashells to raise money for the
Buy a Board Campaign, which allows people to contribute money toward the actual
boards that will make up the boardwalk.

The Mayor’s Ball also contributed $2,000 to the Belmar Elementary School PTO for its services during the event,
which included managing the photography area and helping display The Shell Kids’ shells.
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St. Rose Grammar School students painted
pieces of the old boardwalk and gave them to
Mayor Matt Doherty [left] and Belmar Citizen of
the Year George Komitas. Photo by SUEANNE
GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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