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Eminent domain may not be necessary to
secure property
Homeowner looking into signing an easement needed for water project
By Haley Behre

LAKE COMO — The borough might not have to use eminent domain to acquire the land necessary to move
forward with its water improvement project, as the property owner is looking into signing an easement that
would grant the borough access for the project.

Eminent domain, which gives all levels of government the power to take private property, was suggested earlier
this month by Mayor Mike Ryan after months of trying to acquire an easement for the project from a property
owner was not going anywhere.

The project, which includes looping the dead end water mains in town, is being done in the hopes of improving
the discolored water issue in town, which has been ongoing for well over one year [see related story].

In accordance with a recommendation made by the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection, the
borough is looking to loop the dead end water mains in town.

While this project would not rectify the ongoing water issue, it would enable better flow throughout the
system, Councilman Kevin Higgins said. The councilman is liaison to the water and sewer committee.

Looping the dead ends will connect Ripley Lane to Briarwood Terrace, Ripley Lane to
Pine Terrace and Woolley Lane to 17th Avenue, said Louise Mekosh, borough
administrator. There will also be three hydrants installed: the intersection of 22nd
and Margerum avenues, the intersection of 19th Avenue and Bradley Terrace and one
at the end of Laurel Terrace, she said.

In order to move forward with the project, the borough has been seeking an easement
from a property owner on 17th Avenue — with no luck — for quite some time.

The property owner is Julia Williams.

According to borough administrator Louise Mekosh, the borough has been speaking with the property owner on
17th Avenue informally for about two years. The borough sent a formal letter regarding the easement in July
2013, she said.

However, there might have been a change of heart after an article regarding the possibility of eminent domain
being used to acquire the land appeared in The Coast Star recently, Mayor Ryan said.

Borough attorney William Gallagher said he spoke to a relative of Ms. Williams, who said they are concerned
with the area where the easement will be.

The easement would be on the east corner of Ms. Williams’ property, Councilman Higgins said.

The family would like to wait until the snow melts to meet with borough employees about where the easement
will be before making a decision, Mr. Gallagher said.

But, “in all probability, there should not be a problem,” Mr. Gallagher said one of Ms. Williams’ family members
told him.
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As part of eminent domain, monetary compensation is to be given to the homeowner.

Mr. Gallagher said “no one has mentioned any monetary compensation,” but it would be a small amount — a
couple hundred dollars — as it would not affect the value of the house.

As for the other two locations where the system will be looped, the connection for Ripley Lane to Briarwood
Terrace has an existing easement, Ms. Mekosh said.

The Ripley Lane to Pine Terrace location has an existing easement, but an extension of that easement will need
to be acquired, Councilman Higgins said, adding that the borough has not received the extension yet.

Ms. Mekosh said acquiring the extension of the easement should not be a problem since the two lots are
vacant.

When the work is done, only the infrastructure for the Ripley Lane to Pine Terrace connection will be set up.
The connection for looping the system will be made once the necessary extension for the easement there is
done.

A contract for all the work was awarded to Cardinal Contracting Company, in Southampton for $165,200.

The connection for Woolley Lane to 17th Avenue and that for Ripley Lane to Pine Terrace have been pulled from
the project until the easements are acquired, Ms. Mekosh said.

If both easements are acquired, Councilman Higgins said the contract will remain the same as they are already
included in the project.

Ms. Williams could not be reached for comment by press time.
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