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Church hosting fundraising event Sunday
To raise money for the $350,000 worth of
damage sustained
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The First Presbyterian Church, on Ninth Avenue,
here, is back in action and will be hosting its first public event
this Sunday since Hurricane Sandy to help raise money for the
church’s restoration.

Due to Hurricane Sandy, the First Presbyterian Church
sustained major damage to the first floor as several feet of
water entered the building.

The first floor, which is home to the church’s social room,
kitchen, classrooms, storage areas and boiler room, were all
destroyed. Outside, the church’s air conditioning units sat
under water and were damaged and some of the church’s roof
was also damaged.

Repairs are estimated to cost about $350,000.

To help raise funds for the damage, the church’s annual
concert series will also serve as a fundraiser, which is special
for this year.

Timothy Broege, longtime director of music at the church, will
be performing in the first concert of the series. Mr. Broege has
appeared as a soloist on piano, harpsichord, organ and
recorder throughout the U.S including concert appearances in
Boston, Chicago, New York, Phoenix and Dallas. His catalog of
published compositions includes works for orchestra, band,

chorus, chamber music ensembles
and solo instruments, many of which have been performed throughout the world.

Mr. Broege said he is “happy” to be a part of the concert series, and that for him the
concert will be a tribute to his mother, Olive Broege, who passed away in January. She
was a member of the church since 1940.

“I’ll be thinking of that,” he said.

During the concert, Mr. Broege will be performing music by Joseph Haydn, Amadeus
Mozart, Jean Sibelius, Alberto Ginastera and Scott Joplin, as well as his own work.

The concert will be held at 3 p.m. on Sunday, Feb. 24 at the First Presbyterian Church, located at 600 Ninth
Ave.. The concert is free, although donations are encouraged.

Future concerts include marimba virtuoso Greg Giannascoli on March 24, New York violinist Diane Bruce on April
28, and jazz guitar great Doug Clarke on May 19.
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Timothy Broege, First Presbyterian Church
director of music, will be performing at the
church’s first concert in their 2013 concert
series. The concert, slated for Feb. 24, will
help raise money for the church’s repairs
caused by Hurricane Sandy. The presbyterian
church is located at 600 Ninth Ave. Photo by
RYAN MAYER, STAR NEWS GROUP
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