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Ocean Avenue, bridge to reopen in phases
beginning March 15
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — Residents and visitors will, once again, be able to
take the scenic drive down Ocean Avenue as the county, in
conjunction with the borough, will be reopening the roadway
in phases.

Ocean Avenue and the Ocean Avenue bridge have remained
closed since Hurricane Sandy, first for repairs to the bridge,
which has since been fixed, and then debris cleanup, and now
over safety concerns during reconstruction of the Belmar
boardwalk.

Belmar originally wanted to keep the road closed until the
boardwalk was completed, which is expected to occur by April
30, with the exception of St. Patrick’s Day weekend, March
1-3. But after talks between the county’s department of public
works and engineering departments and the borough, the road
will temporarily open up for St. Patrick’s Day weekend and
reopen on a rolling basis as phases of the boardwalk are
completed.

The county is looking to accommodate both the residents in
the area and address safety concerns with construction, as
well as concerns with being able to move the project along as
quickly as possible. The county feels opening the road in
phases address all of these matters.

Ocean Avenue will temporarily open up on March 2 and 3 to accommodate the Celtic
Chase, which takes place on the road, and the St. Patrick’s Day Parade, respectively.
The bridge will remain closed and the road will remain closed to vehicular traffic,
said Freeholder Tom Arnone, but people will be able to walk along Ocean Avenue,
something they have been unable to do. Freeholder Arnone is the liaison to the
county’s department of public works and engineering.

The road will reopen to vehicular traffic beginning on March 15 with the bridge to 5th
Avenue, Freeholder Arnone said. Then on April 5 the road will open to 10th Avenue,
with the remainder of the road opening on April 30.

In addition, Belmar, Lake Como and Spring Lake, in conjunction with the county, are all working to have the
Belmar/Lake Como border reopened around April 5.

Freeholder Arnone said while the road there does not need to open up until April 30, when all of Ocean Avenue
will be reopened, it’s the towns’ goal to have it open before then, “so I’m confident they will.”

All road openings are tentative to weather conditions and obstacles with construction.
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Ocean Avenue in Belmar and part of Spring Lake
remains closed since Hurricane Sandy. The
Monmouth County Department of Public Works
and Engineering is meeting today to discuss
preliminary reports provided by Belmar and
Spring Lake on reopening the road. Photo by
SUEANNE GOSS, STAR NEWS GROUP
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