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Sandy can’t stop St. Pat’s parade day
By Haley Behre

BELMAR — The 40th Belmar/Lake Como St. Patrick’s Day
Parade is just around the corner and the parade committee is
busy putting the final touches on the annual event.

The St. Patrick’s Day Parade has marched through the streets
of Belmar and Lake Como since 1974, honoring the Irish
culture.

Each year the parade has grown in size, beginning as a parade
with a few hundred spectators and growing into a staple
family event of the area, with tens of thousands attending.

And while the parade itself will essentially be the same as
years past, this year the parade is also a special one as it
marks its 40th anniversary.

To honor the long-standing event, this year’s event will honor
the original parade committee, as well as all the grand
marshals and deputy grand marshals throughout the years.

The parade will also honor Jim Byrne and Mary Trackman, who
have both died since the parade last year. Mr. Byrne and Ms.

Trackman were a past grand marshal
and deputy grand marshal, respectively.

“They were both very nice people,” said Chip Cavanagh, parade chairman.

EVENING OF IRISH CULTURE

Two days before the parade, on March 1, the parade committee is hosting the 3rd
annual Evening of Irish Culture.

This year’s event will honor the original parade committee, as well as all the grand
marshals and deputy grand marshals over the past 40 years.

“This is going to be recognition of those who, 40 years ago, started what has become the largest St. Patrick’s
Day Parade in the state of New Jersey,” said Fran Griffin, who is in charge of the Evening of Irish Culture.

Each year, approximately 150 people attend the event, but Ms. Griffin is anticipating more this year since the
parade will be honoring 40 years worth of people.

According to Patricia Feehery, parade committee member, about eight grand marshals and 18 deputy grand
marshals will be coming out to the event, not including this year’s. Five of the 11 original parade committee
members will also be in attendance, including Jerry Lynch, the original parade committee member and founder
of the parade.

The evening will feature hors d’oeuvres, a four-course dinner and an open bar. Entertainment will be provided
by Thomas Wesley Stern and Irish step dancers. Tickets are $65 in advance only through Feb. 22 [there will be
no sales at the door].

Tickets will be available via PayPal on the parade’s website, www.belmarparade.com, or send a check payable
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to Belmar/Lake Como St. Patrick’s Parade Committee, P.O. Box 331, Belmar.

For more information, contact irishcultureevent@gmail.com, call 732-280-2648 or visit the parade’s website.

GRAND MARSHALS, DEPUTY GRAND MARSHALS

The day before the parade, on March 2, this year’s grand marshal, Larry Walsh, of Howell, and deputy grand
marshals, Jackie Cavanagh and Nettie “Anne” Aker, both of Belmar, will be installed at Mass at 10 a.m. at St.
Rose Church. Ms. Aker and Ms. Cavanagh were both on the original committee.

The principal celebrant and homilist will be the Rev. Msgr. Edward Arnister, who will be installing the grand
marshals and deputy grand marshals.

“It’s impossible to imagine that many years going by” since the first parade, Ms. Aker said.

As for the honor of being named a deputy grand marshal for the 40th annual parade, Ms. Aker said, “it’s an
honor. It’s a privilege.”

Ms. Cavanagh, formerly of Belmar and now of Hernando, Fla., said she thinks it is “very nice” to be this year’s
deputy grand marshal.

“People tend to forget people, and I’m glad they remembered,” she said.

Following the Mass, a luncheon will be held at Doolan’s Shore Club, in Spring Lake Heights. Tickets for the
luncheon are $30 and are available at The Irish Centre, Third Avenue, Spring Lake, or by calling 732 449-6650.

THE PARADE

This year’s parade will begin with Mr. Lynch once again singing the Irish and American national anthems. Then
the parade will commence with 22 pipe bands, five high school bands, the 63rd Army Band, one group of
mummers and one string band, about 15 to 20 floats and around 6,500 marchers participating, Mr. Cavanagh
said.

The parade is about keeping the Irish culture alive, and “by celebrating the parade and by having it every year,
it does keep our Irish culture alive,” he said.

The 40th Annual Belmar/Lake Como St. Patrick’s Day Parade will kick off at 12:30 p.m.

Ms. Feehery said, “I’m looking forward to seeing all the Irish smiles and the sun shining down on us that
weekend.”
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